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At the Annual Meeting of the Corporation, held May 7, 1889, it was, 
on motion of T. H. Montgomery, Besolved, That the Acting Committee 
are hereby instructed to issue a new edition of Mr. Wallace's Historical 
Sketch of the Corporation, consisting of as many copies as they may 
deem expedient, together with such alterations and additions as they 
may think necessary. 

Extract from the minutes. 

FRANCIS C. YARN ALL, 

Secretari/, 



Washington, D. C, April 16th, 1870. 
To the Honorable Peter McCall, Esq., 

Cb airman of the Acting Committee of the Corporation for the Relief 

of the Widows and Children of Clergymen in the Communion of the 

Protestant Episcopal Church in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

My dear Sir : I issue this tract with feelings in which no person 
better than youi-self can participate. After the last annual meeting of 
our Corporation, where attention had been directed to the fact that the 
JSociety had now completed a hundred years of usefulness, the late Mr. 
Horace Binney, Jr., suggested to me that I should prepare some his- 
torical sketch of the Association. Absorbing and responsible engage- 
ments in this city compelled me, however, with my thanks for his confi- 
dence, to decline the undertaking. Being with him in New England 
in the early summer, on an occasion of particular interest to himself as 
also of interest to me, he renewed the expression of his wish, and 
accordingly, during the more advanced summer season, in the retire- 
ment which the shades of Saratoga afford to some, as its lighter scenes 
give exhibition to others, I sketched the pages which follow. 

I did not see Mr. Binney again till near the Christmas holidays, when 
I asked him to come to my house on an evening not distant, which I 
named, that I might read to him the paper which I had written. I 
read to him on that evening what follows, omitting only the parts 
which related to himself and to his venerable father. He was pleased 
to express great satisfaction at what I had done, and desired me to 
have the paper printed in any style most agreeable to myself. The 
last remarks which he made before we parted on that evening, were 
those of earnest wish and animated hope that our Pennsylvania clergy 
might be led more and more to connect themselves to the advantage of 
their families with our Corporation, and that the pamphlet itself might 
aid in inducing dioceses elsewhere, which had them not, to form socie- 
ties like our own. I returned soon afterwards to this city, and almost 
the first intelligence which I had of him here, was the announcement 
of his death and a telegram to follow him to the grave. 

What the Church lost in the death of this excellent man, what its 
poorer clergy lost, what was lost in example and encouragement to its 
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laymen by the departure of one among themselves, whose conduct in 
all things conformed as nearly as that of any in their ordier whom I 
have known, to the standard of the Epistles and Gospels — how irre- 
parable was the misfortune to every "friendless name," of which it 
was possible for him by sympathy or by service to be the "friend " — 
how much the cause of rigfit education and of all good letters, have 
reason to mourn his death — these are matters which — while, for him- 
self, his left hand knew not concerning them what his right one did — 
are known to many, but by few better than by you, much his contem- 
porary in years, his neighbor and friend from boyhood, and a fellow- 
worker with him in many associations through which his beneficence 
sought best to exercise its purpose : most of all, his constant co-operator 
in the Acting Committee of this special Corporation, whose annals I, a 
spectator only of its usefulness, have here hastily put together. 

To no one, then, more properly than to you, my own excellent friend, 
can I inscribe this tract, and to no one to whom I could inscribe it at 
all, could I inscribe it with expressions of more true respect and affec- 
tion. 

J. W. Wallace. 



HISTORICAL SKETCH, 
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I. PRE-REVOLUTIONARY HISTORY. 

The Society which makes the subject of our sketch deserves 
to be regarded by American churchmen with feelings of pe- 
culiar ailection and respect. It was to an interest in it^ and 
for the purpose of consulting upon its aftairs, that the few 
clergy of the Church in the Middle States who remained on 
this continent in 1783, were first reassembled, after their 
union with the loyalist clergy who returned to England, 
and, to a krge degree, their intercourse with one another, 
had been broken up, and the Church itself laid prostrate, by 
the Revolution of 1776. And to the assemblage of its mem- 
bers in New Brunswick, in May, 1784, upon the concerns of 
this Corporation, we are primarily indebted for those meas- 
ures which ended in the present happy constitution of the 
Church on this continent, and in the settling and establish- 
ment, in 1789, of the Book of Common Prayer, according to 
that use which, at the distance of eighty years, remains so 
generally acceptable to members of the Church throughout 
our land.^ In an historical aspect, some account of such a 
Corporation — a Corporation which includes in the list of its 
early members the names of many persons, both among the 
clergy and the laity, conspicuous in all the early councils of 
the Church in this Republic, and which continues still in use- 
ful operation throughout three States of this Union — ought 
not to be uninteresting.f 

* Bishop White's Memoirs, 2d ed., p. 21. 

f How numerous were the members of this Corporation who were partici- 
pants in the first general conventions of the Churchy wiU appear by the list 
of members of the corporation at the end of this sketch, where most such 
are marked with a *. 

2 
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The distressed condition to which the Episcopal clergy, in 
the more northern of the then British provinces of America 
— nearly all of them but missionaries from a distant land — 
found themselves sometimes reduced by advanced years, in- 
firmity of health, and other casualties, early attracted notice 
from benevolent members of the English Church. As early 
as December, 1715, Archbishop Tenison left £1000 sterling 
to his executors to put it out "to interest upon sure public 
funds," and until the happening of an event which he specified 
— then very contingent and which in fact never occurred* — 
" to apply the interest to the benefit of such missionaries, be- 
ing Englishmen, and of the province of Canterbury, as they 
should find, upon good information, to have taken true pains 
in the respective places which have been committed by the 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, 
to their care in the said foreign plantations, and have been 
by unavoidable sickness or other infirmities of the body, or 
old age, disabled from the performance of their duties in the 
said places or precincts, and forced to return to England." 
But this bequest, so restricted in its character and of the 
extent of whose beneficial effect I am not informed, made 
no provision for those persons who were objects of perhaps 
greater sympathy and more beneficent interest than even the 
faithful clergy disabled by infirmity or age for the perform- 
ance of further duty. I refer, of course, to the helpless 
widows and to the unprotected children whom such clergy 
sometimes leave behind them when summoned from the labors 
of life to their promised rewards. Here was a class that in all 
countries where the Protestant clergy exist, engage by the 
strongest appeals the sympathies of society, and yet for whom 
society seldom is greatly disposed and sometimes scarcely 
able to make any sufficient provision. The condition of such 
survivors in our early British provinces, settled as they mostly 
were " in the dissidence of dissent," where the parishes were 
few, scattered, poor and feeble, and where the suflerers were far 
away from home and friends, we may well believe to have been 

* The consecration of two bishops, ** one for the Continent, another for the 
Isles of North America." See **-A Critical Commentary on Archbishop Seeker^ s 
Letter to the Right Hon, Horatio Walpole concerning Bishops in America.^^ Phila- 
delphia, 1771, p. 21. 
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sometimes distressing in the extreme. But prior to the middle 
of the last century, I am not aware that any attempt was ever 
made to provide relief against it. In October of the year 1767, 
after sundry overtures from time to time, it was at length re- 
solved at a meeting of the clergy at Elizabeth town, New Jer- 
sey, "to appoint a committee to frame some plan of provi- 
sion" for them. And in pursuance of the appointment, the 
Rev. Dr. Auchmuty, Rector of Trinity Church, New York ; 
the Rev. Dr. Myles Cooper, President of King's College in 
that same place ; the Rev. Mr. Cooke, missionary, from 1751 
till the Revolution, of the Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel in Foreign Parts, at Shrewsbury in New Jersey — a 
place where the Church had been established since 1702 — 
and the Rev. Dr. William Smith, the well-known Provost of 
the College and Academy in Philadelphia, drew up, for the 
approbation of their brethren, a scheme for a company, which 
was in fact a scheme for a company for insurance on lives of 
the clergy in the three provinces of New York, Pennsylvania, 
and New Jersey, and recommended to them to solicit charters 
in each of the provinces which I have named. The result of 
this meeting was the establishment of " The Corporation for 
the Relief of the Widows and Children of Clergymen in the 
Communion of the Church of England in America;" whose 
hundredth year has now been accomplished ; a Society whose 
funds, then common to the clergy in the three provinces of New 
York, Pennsylvania, and New Jersey, amounted in its origin 
to £407 10s. in Pennsylvania money, about $1106 of our Fede- 
ral money, but which, after paying every lawful claim ever 
presented to it in the way of contract, and after having dis- 
tributed to those entitled to its benefits thousands upon thou- 
sands of dollars above what they were entitled to demand of 
right, finds itself in 1869, in the Pennsylvania branch of it 
alone, the possessor of nearly $300,000 of solidly invested 
wealth, its obligations, most of them in the future, being less 
than a third of this sum, and which seems but now entering 
upon a career of usefulness to whose limits, if indifference in 
the clergy of Pennsylvania to the temporal interests of their 
wives and children, in case of their own death, does not pre- 
vent it, there seems difficulty to set a bound. 

Before attempting any sketch of this century of beneficial 
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existence, we pause a moment, arrested by an inquiry which 
suggests itself at the threshold of our subject. 

Although eftbrts at the elucidation of what mortal men 
call " chances," engaged, towards the end of the 17th century, 
the attention of Huygens, Pascal, Bernouille, and others, the 
actual subject of insuring lives, and granting annuities upon 
them, is a thing of modern institution. In France, until the 
time of De Moivre, several of whose brilliant results were 
left to us without a knowledge of the steps by which he at- 
tained them,* the thing was forbidden by law as against the 
principles of morality and nature. The oldest English com- 
pany goes back, I believe, no further than to 1706 : in which 
year the Amicable Society was established at Sergeants' Inn, 
London, and notwithstanding the " Table of Mortality," as it 
was then called, prepared thirteen years before by the great 
astronomer and mathematician, Dr. Halley, it was not until 
the time of Dr. Richard Price, a non-conforming minister of 
eminence, in the middle of the last century, that even in Eng- 
land the subject was much considered on true principles, if 
even then it was fully so. Dr. Price's essays on the subjects 
of "Reversionary Payments," of "Schemes for Providing 
Annuities for Widows and Persons in Old Age," and on 
"The Method of Calculating the Values of Assurances on 
Lives," mark, I think, the date when the thing began to be 
understood in England. In our own country, no general 
essay towards it was made, even theoretically, till 1772, when 
William Gordon, of Roxbury, Massachusetts, printed a pam- 
phlet of 35 pages, entitled " TAg Plan of a Society for raakiiig 
Provision for Widows by Annuities for the Remainder of Life ; 
v:ith the Proper Tables for calculating what must be paid by the 
several Members in order to secure the said Advantages'^ In the 
preface to this tract, Gordon states that one of the motives to 
his publication was the fact " that there were no general so- 
cieties of this nature in America." I am not aware that his 
tract caused the establishment of any one anywhere, or even 
that it attracted any public notice. Indeed, the statement 
made by Dr. Price — a very bad authority, with the readers of 
Mr. Burke, on subjects either political or religious,t but justly 

* See The Quarterly Review, vol. 64, p. 285. 
t See Reflexions on the Revolution in France. 
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esteemed perhaps as a writer on the subject of life insurance, 
and who more than any man of his day was familiar with the 
history and management of these institutions — that of all 
those established in England, but one, the Amicable, already 
mentioned, had, up to his day, "stood any considerable trial 
from time and experience," and who records it as the result 
of his observations, derived from the showings of "melan- 
choly experience," "that none but mathemcUicians were qualified 
for forming and conducting schemes of this sort" — would 
have been quite enough to have deterred most prudent men 
in Philadelphia, in 1769, for wishing to participate in such 
schemes, either as managers or as parties contracting. 

That such an institution as the one which we are describing 
— a Clerical Life Annuity Company — did not in 1769 originate 
from suggestion or providence of the clergy in the Middle 
Provinces generally, is, I apprehend, quite certain. As a 
body the clergy have never been much mindful of their tem- 
poral interests; and interpreting in all the senses in which 
it should be interpreted, and in some senses wider perhaps 
than was meant, the command from the Mount about thought 
for the morrow, they have omitted to resort to those allow- 
able temporal aids which would have relieved them of even 
temptation to take any thought in regard to it. The records 
of the Society itself prove this, and while abundant provision 
has existed by which the families of the clergy could be placed 
above want, and the minds of the clergy themselves made free 
on this score from anxiety for the future, it has been chiefly 
by the counsels and urgency of laymen that any of them have 
profited by the munificent provisions which our own Society 
has offered to them. 

Who then was the individual, equally humane and intelli- 
gent, so far in advance of the country, and we may even say 
of the day also, in which he lived, that first conceived as prac- 
ticable in this new region, and for the benefit of a small and 
special class, this sort of beneficent scheme ; a scheme origi- 
nating in an idea, which it is only in our days and under the 
vicissitudes of commercial life in times when these vicissi- 
tudes have been greatly multiplied, that even the secular 
classes have carried into eftect among themselves; a scheme 
" which although founded on self-interest, is yet the most en- 
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lightened and benevolent form which the projects of self- 
interest ever took," and which among the clergy, as among 
all others who have resorted to its more solid administrations, 
has proved of vast advantage to families thus solaced in their 
afflictions, and but for such solace dependent and destitute 
alike ? Was the idea in the case of our own Corporation origi- 
nal in the colonial Church itself, or did we derive it from some 
other religious body among us, or did it come from the mother 
Church in England ? Justice compels me to think that a first 
suggestion may have been given to us by the Presbyterian 
body in our own city: a body distinguished in that day by a 
piety and intelligence not since in it exceeded. As far back 
as 1759, ten years before our own incorporation, a charter had 
been granted by the Penns to the Rev. Francis Allison, and 
others, under the name of " The Corporation for the Relief 
of Poor and Distressed Presbyterian Ministers, and of the 
Poor and Distressed Widoics and Children of Presbyterian Min- 
isters." But although the two corporations had in part the 
same humane end in view as respected the clergy of their 
respective churches, and although the peculiar principle of 
quintuple annuities prevailed in both, the two societies were 
in some respects different ; different even in part as to their 
main objects ; our own Society not providing, until of quite 
late years, for the clergy themselves at all, but only for their 
widows and children. 

Nothing which I have had ^leisure to look into just now, 
enables me to say with confidence where the idea of our own 
Society originated, or by whom it was originally inspired. 
Indications, I think, rather point to Dr. William Smith, . 
already named, as the first mover among the Episcopal clergy 
in this scheme of beneficence for the families of his reverend 
brethren ; a man of a bold and original cast of thought, of ac- 
tive usefulness, and of great powers of giving effect to all that 
he undertook; highly admired both at home and abroad for his 
eloquence, and whom, as I suppose, nothing but some of those 
infirmities which often attend superior genius, though happily, 
as splendid proofs in the Church attest, not inseparable from 
it, prevented from arriving at the honors of the Episcopate 
itself.* If Dr. Smith was this agent in giving shape, to our 

* See Wilson's Memoir of Bishop White. 
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Society, he probably took his first idea from the then existing 
Presbyterian corporation. He was provost of the University 
from 1754 till long after our Society was incorporated, while 
Dr. Allison was Vice Provost from 1755 for almost as long a 
term. Dr. Smith was necessarily in relations of some intimacy 
with his fellow-member of the Faculty, and must have had 
knowledge, in so small a place as Philadelphia then was, of 
the existence of a Corporation of which his co-professor was 
a corporator, and I think a prominent oflScer. If, indeed, the 
heart and mind of Francis Allison were the seminary which 
furnished forth the germinating principle from which a Church 
society has grown to maturity and strength, we may still 
gratefully acknowledge our obligation. He was the preceptor 
of William White and of William Tilghman, and both his 
scholars have left record of his virtues. Churchmen may at 
least say of him what the orthodox Johnson was not unwil- 
ling to say of the pious Watts, "that happy will any one be 
who is disposed by his example to imitate him in all but his 
non-conformity, to copy his benevolence to man and his rev- 
erence to God."* 

JSTotwithstanding what I have thus said, however, I think 
it probable that for our exact form we were more indebted to 
the Church of England. Dr. Smith, as his recent and most 
full biographer, the Provost Stille, informs U8,t had been 
travelling in both England and Scotland in 1762-3-4, and he 
was in large intercourse at all times, up to our Revolution, 
with the higher clergy of both countries, and, indeed, with 

* I may the rather be aUowed thus to speak of AUison, since our own 
clergy have recorded that, by his pious eloquence, they were led to feel anew 
the force of their vows at ordination, and to consecrate themselves with fresh 
zeal to the service of Heaven. In a curious manuscript diary of the Rev. 
Joseph Pilmore, D.D., the venerable rector of St. Paul's Church, Philadel- 
phia, and for nearly forty years a member of our own Corporation, I find this 
entry, under the date of ** Wednesday, 17th November, 1774:" 

** When family worship was ovef, I went with ray honorable friend, Mr. Wallace, 
to the old Presbyterian Church, to be present at the ordination of Mr. Davidson, 
who was this day set apart for the service of God and His people. Dr. Allison gave 
the charge, and a masterly one, indeed, it was. My heart was so affected and 
drawn out with love to Christ and his ransomed people, that I resolved to devote 
myself to him afresh, and fill up all my future days to his honor and glory." 

t Memoir of the Rev. William Smith, D.D., by C. J. Still^, Philadelphia, 
1869, pp. 24, 30. 
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many of their men eminent in other spheres. Daring his 
stay in Great Britain, public attention had been particularly 
directed to provisions for support by way of annuities. " The 
London Annuity Society" and " The Laudable Society" were 
now in operation ; the last begun in 1761, and the other estab- 
lished not very long after. And in April, 1761, as Dr. Price 
informs us. — this being just after Dr. Smith's return to Phila- 
delphia — an association of the English clergy in and about 
London, at a general meeting at Sion College, "agreed to 
form themselves into a society for the support of their widows 
and orphans on the plan of annuities." That was the exact 
object of our own Corporation, but not the exact object of the 
Presbyterian one. In this association of the clergy of the 
mother Church then, we probably have, at least, the active 
cause of a society like it ; though perhaps the original idea 
may have had a domestic and not quite so orthodox an origin. 

We return, however, to our sketch of the Society itself. 

The design of the Corporation having obtained the appro- 
bation of several succeeding meetings of the clergy, and a 
draft of a charter being settled, two persons were appointed 
in each province to solicit the passing thereof, viz., the Rev. 
Dr. Auchmuty and Dr. Cooper, in New York, the Rev. Mr. 
Cooke and the Rev. Mr. Odell, in New Jerse}^ and the Rev. 
Mr. Peters and Dr. Smith in Pennsylvania. "And justice re- 
quires," says Dr. Smith in narrating this part of the history, 
" that the most public and grateful testimony should be given 
of that readiness and cheerfulness with which the several gov- 
ernors consented to the grant of the charters in their respect- 
ive provinces. The charter for Pennsylvania," the narrative 
continues, " was obtained on the 7th of February, 1769 ; the 
Honorable John Penn, Esquire, the Governor, having ordered 
the seal to be put to it on the first application. And the 
w^orthy and honorable proprietaries of the Province, as soon 
as the design was made known to them in London, took the 
earliest opportunity to signify their hearty approbation of it 
and wishes for its success. His Excellency Governor Franklin 
showed the same readiness, and the charter of New Jersey 
was completed in May. That for New York, although cheer- 
fully assented to by his Excellency, Sir Henry Moore, JBart.^ 
was delayed by his indisposition and death ; but the passing 
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of it was one of the first acts of his successor, the Honorable 
Lieutenant-Governor Golden, who put the seal to it on the 
29th of September last."* These charters were from GEORGE 
THE THIRD, by the graceof GOD, of Great Britain, France, 
and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, to all to whom the 
presents should come. The Corporation was one and the 
same in each of the three Provinces; the objects of the three 
charters, the trusts, the powers and the funds were the same ; 
and the concerns of the Corporation were regulated by the 
same managers or ofiiccrs, meeting in Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey, and New York.f Each recited that the King's loving 
subjects, the clergy of the particular province in communion 
of the Church of England as by law established, had by peti- 
tion set forth that the clergy of that Church in the American 
colonies, and especially the missionaries in the service of the 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, 
were with great difficulty able to provide for their families, 
so that their widows and children were often left in great dis- 
tress, and that to provide a remedy, application had been 
made to the proprietaries to erect a Corporation for receiving, 
managing, and dispensing of such sums of money as might 
be subscribed and paid in from time to time by the clergy and 
missionaries themselves, and such benefactions as might be given 
by charitable and well-disposed persons as a fund towards the 
support and relief of their widows and children. And the 
patent of incorporation thereupon gave and granted that 
certain persons designated — the names being the same in all 
the charters, and standing in the same order, excepting only 
that the names of those who were of the council for each 
province stood first in the charter granted for that particular 
province — should be a Body Politic, by the name of " The 
Corporation for the Relief of the Widows and Children of 
Clergymen in the Communion of the Church of England in 
America," capable to purchase, take, hold, receive, enjoy, and 
transmit property, and to do and execute all things touching 
and concerning the same, for the benefit, succor, and relief 

* 29th September, 1769. 

t See the Preface (by the Hou. Horace Binney) to the fundamental By- 
Laws and Tables of Rates, &c., Philadelphia, \bb\ ; a tract which I fre- 
quently refer to hereafter as ** Mr. Binney 's Preface." 
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of the widows and children of such deceased clergymen who 
have been in communion of the Church of England, as shall 
or may be contributors to the funds of the said Corporation, and 
in such manner^ rates, proportions, and ayin uities as shall be reason- 
ably settled, adjusted, agreed to, and expressed in the by-laws and 
regulations which shouldbe made from, time to timeby the Corporation. 
Power was given to the corporators and their successors to 
meet on the first Tuesday after the| Feast of St. Michael in 
every year, and at such other times and in such places, upon 
such public notice as might be fixed on and agreed by certain 
fundamental regulations to be, made by a majority of the cor- 
poration, and never to be altered but by a like majority. The 
charter constituted Richard Peters, of the city of Philadel- 
phia, Clerk, to be the first President of the Corporation, 
Thomas Bradbury Chandler, Doctor in Divinity, to be the 
first Treasurer, and Jonathan Odell to be the first Secretary, 
and these persons were to remain in their respective oflices 
until the first Tuesday after the Feast of St. Michael, then 
next ensuing, and from thence forwards until one president, 
one or more treasurer or treasi^rers and one secretary should 
be chosen in their rooms, in such manner as should be ap- 
pointed by the fundamental laws. It was ordained that the 
accounts and transactions of the Society should be laid from 
time to time before the Lords Archbishops of Canterbury and 
York, and the Bishop of London, or before some person whom 
they might appoint in America, and that they or he might 
ratify and confirm them, or subject them to such revisal, 
check, and confirmation as might be thought just and rea- 
sonable. 

The first Tuesday after the Feast of St. Michael, the charter 
day, as fixed by the letters patent, fell, in the year 1769, upon 
the 3d of October ; and in that month of " pathetic loveli- 
ness," in the tranquil town of Burlington, New Jersey, a place 
ever deserving the interest of churchmen in America, as hav- 
ing been designated for the first American Episcopal See — 
where the first Episcopal residence was purchased, and where 
the first bishop, who was ever upon this continent, it would 
seem, resided* — our Corporation first assembled. Clerical 

* The Rev. John Talbot, Rector of St. Mary's Church, Barlington, from 
1702 to 1724, was consecrated bishop privately soon after 1719, at the hands 
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members had travelled from 'Sew York, Pennsylvania, and 
from several parts of New Jersey, to be present ; and it may 
be interesting to note that among the representatives from 
New Jersey, at this earliest -meeting of the body, was John 
Lawrence, Esquire, Mayor of Burlington, and father, I believe, 
of Captain James Lawrence, whose gallant, though unsuccess- 
ful bravery during our second war with England, has made 
his name so well known, both in that country and ours. 

A contemporary printed minute here comes in aid of our 
pen: 

"On Tuesday, October 3d, the president having taken the chair, 
the different charters were read and compared witli each other. 
On the day following, the members who were met, being nineteen 
in number, presented an address of thanks to his Excellency, 
Governor Franklin, which he answered with the warmest wishes 
for the success of the pious design for which the Corporation had 
been erected, and added, that it would always give him pleasure 
to render any acceptable service to the members of the Church 
of England." 

This address, with the reply, are set out in the early minute- 
book of the Society, kept with remarkable beauty of chi- 
rography by the first secretary, Mr. Odell. 

With a view of having a larger number of corporators than 
were present at Burlington, and so of enacting fundamental 
laws in form strictly agreeable to the tenor of the charter, 
which required a majority of all the membere to be present, 
the meeting now proceeded to Philadelphia, without breaking 
up. A committee composed of Doctors Smith, Auchmuty, 
Chandler, and Cooper, with Benjamin Chew, Joseph Galloway^ 
John Ross, and Cortland Skinner, Esquires, were appointed a 
committee to prepare business for the meeting to be held 
there : and it was 

Resolved^ That at every annual meeting of the Corporation, a 
sermon, suitable to the occasion, be preached b^' some one of the 
members; and that each clerical member be prepared to preach in 

of the non-juring bishops, and returned to Burlington, where'he died in 3 727. 
See Sermons on Various Occasions by the Rt. Rev. G. W. Doane, D.D., 
Bishop of New Jersey. London, 1842, pp. 143-5. 
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his turn, according to the order in which he is named in the char- 
ters. 

On the 10th of October, the meeting being now in Phila- 
delphia, a larger number of persons were present than it 
would have been convenient, with the means of travel in 
that early day, to have assembled at Burlington. A contem- 
porary printed record presents them thus : 



Reverend RICHARD 

Hon. John Penn, Esq., Lieutenant- 
Governor of Pennsylvania. 

Hon. James Hamilton, Esq. 

Benjamin Chew, Esq., Attorney- 
General of Pennsylvania. 

James Tilghman, Esq. 

Charles Read, Esq. 

Frederick Smythe, Esq., Chief Jus- 
tice of New Jersey. 

Joseph Galloway, Esq., Speaker of 
the Assembly of Pennsylvania. 

Alexander Stedman, *| 

John Ross, I 

}• Esquires. 



I 



Richard Hockley, 
Samuel Johnson, j 

Thomas Willing, Esq., one of the 
Judges of the Supreme Court of 
Pennsylvania. 

John Swift, 

Samuel Powel, 

Francis Hopkinson, 

Dr. John Kearsley, 

Daniel Cuxe, Esq., of Trenton, New 
Jersey. 



' Esquires. 
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D.D. 



LL.D. 



PETERS, President, 

John Lawrence, Esq., Mayor of 
Burlington, New Jersey. 

Rev. William Smith, 
Samuel Auchmuty, 
Thomas Bradbury 
Chandler, 

Myles Cooper, 

William Currie, 

Richard Charlton, 

George Craig, 

Samuel Cooke, 

Thomas Barton, 

William Thompson, 

Jacob Duche, 

Leonard Cutting, 

Alexander Mur- 
ray, 

Jonathan Odell, 

Samuel Magaw, 

John Andrews, 

Abraham Beach, 

William Ayres, 

William Frazer, 

Henry Muhlen- 
burg. 



}► Clerks. 



The first action of the Society seems to have been attend- 
ance on divine worship in Christ. Church, in which venera- 
ble temple, historic in the annals of the .Church and State 
alike. Dr. Smith, whose name stood first in order among those 
of the clergy in the charter, and who was then the preacher 
for this year, proceeded to deliver his discourse. It was taken 
from three texts,^ all relating to the fatherless and the widows ; 



* Job xxix, 11-13 ; Jeremiah xix, 2 ; and St. James i, 27. 
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selected in such number, the preacher says, to show how rich 
are the sacred oracles of God, as in exalted lessons of benevo- 
lence in general, so particularly in that amiable bratuch thereof 
which he is to recommend to the regard of those present. 
" Through the whole inspired books of the Old Testament, as 
of the New, we shall scarcely find," he declares, " a writer who 
hath not made the cause of the fatherless and widows pecu- 
liarly his own." 

His discourse has been more than once printed, and was 
widely circulated at the time. It is an eloquent tribute in the 
style of that day's oratory, not less good, possibly, than the 
style of some days since, to the charity of the Gospel ; and 
were a clerical member of our board, in this day, seeking to 
recommend to hearers before him, a society like our own, the 
oratory of no day would, perhaps, furnish better language 
than that which the first provost and first preacher used, one 
hundred years ago. Thus he speaks : — 

You well know the situation and circumstances of the clergy 
in tliese Northern Colonies. Except in a few places, their chief 
support depends on the bounty of our fellow members of the 
church in Great Britain. The additional support which our 
clergy receive from their congregations is small and exceedingly 
precarious; decreasing sometimes in nominal, often in real value; 
while the expense of ever}' necessary in life is proportionately in- 
creasing. Decency, a regard to character, to their own useful- 
ness, to the credit of religion, and even to your credit among whom 
they minister, require them to maintain some sort of figure in 
their families above those in common professions and business; 
while certain it is, on the other hand, that anj' sober, reputable 
tradesman can turn his industrj' to more account than they. I 
am far from mentioning these things as complaints. I know they 
are of necessity in many places, and I trust none of my brethren 
among the clergy will ever make their calculation in this way, 
but keep their eye on their Master's service, looking forward to 
" the recompense of reward." Yet, what I mention is so far ne- 
cessary, as it shows, incontestably, the great proprietj' of the 
design before us. 

It certainly requires little attention to what passes around us, 
to see that the families of our deceased clergy are often left among 
the most distressed in their vicinity. The father, by strict econ- 
omy and good example, maj' be able to support them in some de- 
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gree of reputation during his own life, although not to flatter them 
with tiie hopes of any patrimony at iiis death. By his own care, 
and some conveniency of schools, he may give the sons the rudi- 
ments of an education for his own profession, or some other useful 
one in the world. The mother, with the like anxious care, and 
fond hopes of rendering the daughters respectable among their 
sex, may employ her late and early toil to train their minds to 
those virtues, and their hands to that diligence and industry, 
whicii might one day make tliem the sweet accomplished com- 
panions of worthy men in domestic life. 

But alasl amidst all these flattering dreams and fond presages 
of the heart, tlie father, perhaps, in his prime of years and use- 
fulness, is called from this world. The prop and stay of all this 
promising family is now no morel His life was their whole de- 
pendence, under God, even for c\a\\y bread I His death leaves 
them destitute — destitute, alasl not of bread only, but even of 
counsel and protection upon earth I 

Fatal reverse — Ahl little do the world in general, and especi- 
ally they who bask in the easy sunshine of affluence and prosperity 
— little do they know the various complicated scenes of private 
anguish and distress. Here they are various and complicated 
indeed ! 

The bereaved and disconsolate mother, as soon as Christian re- 
flection begins to dry up her tears a little, finds them wrung from 
her afresh by the melancholy task that remains to her. She is 
now, alas, to reduce the once flattering hopes of her tender family, 
to the standard of their present sad and humbled condition I 
Hard task, indeed! The son is to be told that he must no more 
aspire to reach the station which his father filled ; and the daugh- 
ter is to learn that, in this hard and selfish world, she must no 
longer expect to become the wife of him, to whom she once might 
have looked on terms of equality. The son, perhaps, must descend 
to some manual employ, while even the poor pittance necessary 
to settle him in that, is not to be found ; and the daughter must 
serve strangers, or be yoked, perhaps, in marriage for mere bread ; 
while the mournful mother without the slow-procured help of 
friends, can scarce furnish out the decent wedding-garment. 

What did I say ? the decent wedding-garment, and a marriage 
for mere bread ? This were an issue of troubles devoutly to be 
wished fori But, ah me! The snares of poverty in a mind once 
bred up above it — shall everj^ unguarded, unprotected female be 

able to escape them? Alas! no The picture here drawn 

is no exaggerated one; and when the children of clergy, in low 
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circumstances, are in an early age deprived of both parents — then 
are they orphans indeed I and every distress, every temptation 
falls upon them with aggravated weight I 

To be fathers then, to such fatherless children ; to take them 
by the hand and lead them out, through the snares of the world 
into some public usefulness in life, that the name and memorial 
of our dear brethren and faithful pastors, deceased, may not be 
wholly lost upon earth-^I say, to do this, and give some gleam 
of comfort to the afflicted widows and mothers that survive — 
must surely be one of the most delightful actions of a benevolent 
mind ; and this, my brethren, is the glorious object of the charity 
for which we are incorporated, and which we have undertaken 
to solicit and conduct. 

At the conclusion of the sermon, a collection, called in the 
printed account of the day, "a very generous one," and 
amounting to £40 IO5. Pennsylvania money, — equivalent,! be- 
lieve, to about $140, — was made, we are told, " at the church 
doors for the benefit of the charity." And the members of 
the Corporation having continued in church till the congrega- 
tion was dispersed, went then in a body to wait on the Hon. 
Governor Penn, wnth an address of thanks for his having 
granted them a charter of incorporation ; an address similar 
to that, which, when in New Jersey, they had presented to 
Governor Franklin. Arriving at the Governor's house, the 
President, Dr. Peters, bj' desire and in the name of the Cor- 
poration, then presented the following: 

May it please your Honor : 

We, this Corporation for tlie Relief of the Widows and Children 
of Clerg3'men in the Communion of the Church of England in 
America, beg leave to take tliis first opportunity of returning 
your Honor our most sincere and hearty thanks for having 
granted us a ciiarter of incorporation, enabling us to prosecute 
* the pious design of the charity which we have undertaken to 
conduct. We also beg that our grateful acknowledgments may 
be made known to the Honorable Proprietors of this Province, 
for their hearty approbation of this design. 

And as your Honor has laid us, and the Church of England in 
general, under an obligation, by your cheerful and ready grant 
of a charter upon our first application ; so we trust that the pious 
charity for which we are incorporated, will ever enjoy the couute- 
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nance and protection of all the branches of tiie Honorable Pro- 
prietary family of this Province. 

^ To this address His Honor was pleased to return the fol- 
lowing answer: 

Gentlemen : It gives me a particular pleasure that I have had 
it in m}' power to afford you any assistance in the promotion of 
so pious and charitable a design as that in which you are engaged ; 
and I shall, agreeable to your request, take the earliest opportu- 
nity of transmitting your thanks to the proprietors, who, I make 
no doubt, will, as well as myself, be ready to countenance and 
protect you in your useful and laudable undertaking. 

This proceeding of good manners being ended, the gentle- 
men present, we are told, "dined together," and being forti- 
fied in this way for further effort, proceeded to establish their 
fundamental laws. They were re-enacted without important 
change in 1814, and have been often printed. Though not ope- 
rative in Pennsylvania since 1835, except in the case of a few 
of the elder of our clergy, with whose decease their operation 
will finally cease, they deserve some mention in any history 
of the Corporation ; being still, I believe, in substance, the 
fundamental laws of the Society as existing in New Jersey 
and New York ; and being moreover curious as presenting 
one of the early schemes of life annuities^ and among the 
very first, I believe, of such annuities on this hemisphere. 
The eldest Mr. Binney has summed up their character better 
than I can do it, thus : 

The^'^ allowed of one mode of contribution only, by annual 
payments to the Corporation of either eight, sixteen, or twenty- 
four dollars, at the option of the clergyman contributing; and it 
stipulated to give relief to his surviving widow and children, 
and to either if there were not both descriptions of survivors, ac- 
cording to one uniform rule. The clergyman was bound to make 
his payment regularly in each year during his life, and to make 
fifteen annual contributions certainly, to entitle his widow and 
children to the largest rate of relief, namely, if he left a widow 
only, to an annuity of five-fold the amount of the annual pay- 
ment during her widowhood, and if she married again, to one- 
half of the quintuple annuity for her life; if he left both widow 
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and children, the annuity was divided between ^hem — one-third 
to the widow, as aforesaid, and two-thirds of it to the children 
for thirteen years; if he left a widow and one child, the annuity 
was divided between the widow and child — one-half to the widow, 
as aforesaid, and the other half to the child for tliirteen years ; 
and if he left a child or children and no widow, the child or 
children took the whole annuity for the term of thirteen years. 
If the clergyman paid any number less than five annual contri- 
butions, his widow and children were entitled onl^*^ to ten per 
cent, per annum on the amount of his contributions, for thirteen 
years ; and if he paid five or more, and less than fifteen annual 
contributions, they were entitled to only half the amount of the 
full annuity, until the amount of the half retained by the Corpo- 
ration, added to the five or more payments made by the deceased, 
without computing interest, should, together, make a sum equal 
to fifteen annual payments, at which time the full annuity became 
payable," 

Bishop White informs us that great pains were bestowed 
on the formation of the Society, and " especially in the ob- 
taining of correct principles of calculation, warranted by ex- 
tensive observation of the duration of lives." To whom was 
the Society and the science of life insurance indebted for this 
eftbrt, so far in advance of most on this continent, to ascer- 
tain those principles of reversionary payment by which the 
Society could best and most safely aftbrd its relief? 

IN'o eftbrt in such a matter could have been well made at 
Philadelphia in the year 1769, by such gentlemen as then 
represented our province in the board of managers, without 
some consultation with the great "economist and calculator" 
of his day, Dr. Benjamin Franklin, then our Provincial Agent. 
His tastes led him to inquiries of this class ; and though Dr. 
Smith had been estranged from him, and charged him, in 1762, 
with want of truth, and with malignant tempers,"^ Franklin 
was not the less, in 1769, in frequent correspondence with some 
of the citizens of Philadelphia who formed the early mem- 
bers of the Society, and as one of the trustees of the College of 
Philadelphia, was, to some degree, in associations, probably 
with Dr. Smith himself. It is remarkable, that in the very 

* See StiU^'s Memoir of Dr. Smith, pp. 29-30. 

3 
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year of the Society's incorporation, Dr. Price addressed to 
Franklin his well-known " Observations on the Expectations 
of Lives, the Increase of Mankind, the number of Inhabitants 
of London, and the Influence of Great Towns on Health and 
Population,"* and that the minutes of 1773, that is to say, of 
the fourth year after the Society's foundation, show that Dr. 
Price, at the request of Franklin, had been considering the 
scheme of annuities of which we are speaking, and gave his 
judgment apparently upon them. The fact of Franklin's 
hand, in the original formation of it, seems to be rendered 
almost certain, bj' the further fact that Mr. Galloway, a close 
and confidential friend of Franklin, and eminent as a lawyer 
of the province, was a member of the committee appointed at 
the first meeting — the meeting at Burlington — to prepare 
business for the meeting immediately following at Philadel- 
phia,t where these laws were resolved on, and that in a con- 
temporary printed account of what was done at this last 
meeting, it is mentioned that " the great attention paid to it 
by the lay members, the accuracy and care with which all the 
proposed articles and fundamental rules were examined, di- 
gested, and corrected, especially by gentlemen of the law, deserve 
to be held continually in grateful remembrance by the clergy.'' 
Dr. Smith's known disesteem of Franklin, and dislike for 
him, until he was dead, when he preached a funeral discourse 
upon him, may account for the prominence of Mr. Galloway, 
Franklin's friend, in the matter, rather than of Franklin him- 
self. 

The laws which we are speaking of, having remained in 
force for nearly seventy years, were superseded in 1835, in 
the Pennsylvania branch of the Society, by a system essen- 
tially different. We speak of the matter hereafter. 

With the enactment of its fundamental laws, and payments 
from twenty-five of the clergy, our Corporation and it« useful 
scheme was fairly established. " Some of the gentlemen who 
were present," the narrative which we have quoted continues, 
*' had been kind enough to come from thirty to sixty miles 
distance to make up the requisite majority. The same zeal 



* See Observations on Reversionary Payments, by Richard Price. Lon- 
don, 1772. 

t See mprOf p. 19. 
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would have been shown by the respectable lay members re- 
siding at New York, notwithstanding their great distance, if 
their presence had been absolutely necessary. But it was re- 
solved to spare them as much as possible, till the next year's 
meeting." 

The Society now proceeded to other business. 
Application had been made, apparently, in the very incipi- 
ency of the scheme, to the venerable Society for the Propaga- 
tion of the Gospel, praying their countenance and assistance 
in carrying the new design into execution. Their answer, 
signed by their secretary, the Rev. Dr. Burton, received, 
apparently, with as little delay as possible, was as follows : 

" That, as a mark of their earnest desire to forward so benevo- 
lent an undertaking, they willingly charge themselves with an an- 
nual contribution of £20 sterling to the scheme, for each of the 
Provinces of New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania ; that is, 
£60 sterling per annum in the whole ; for which the treasurer of 
the Corporation for the Relief of the Widows, Ac, may draw on 
the treasurer to the Society for Propagating the Gospel, com- 
mencing from the time that the charters shall be obtained, and 
the subscriptions of the clergy themselves take place." 

"The thanks due to the venerable Society for such a mark 
of their goodness and kindness to the Episcopal clergy in 
these parts," our narrative tells us, were ordered to be prop- 
erly transmitted to them ; and, as appears from the minute- 
book, they were thus subsequently presented in a letter from 
the President, Dr. Peters. 

To THE VENERABLE SOCIETY FOR THE PROPAGATION 

OF THE Gospel in Foreign Parts: 

We, the Corporation for the Relief of the Widows and Children 
of Clergymen in the Communion of the Church of England in 
America, beg leave to take this first opportunity of our meeting, 
to return our most humble and hearty thanks for that singular 
mark of the Society's benevolence manifested towards the de- 
sign for which we are incorporated, in their generous resolution 
of " charging tiiemselves with £60 sterling per annum, for the 
benefit of the fund." 

This truly generous benefaction, together with the ready grants 
we have obtained of charters in the three Provinces of New 
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York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania, and the favorable disposi- 
tion witii which tlie design has been received among oar church 
inernlxirs, so far as it hath yet been made known to them, give us 
the most sanguine hopes of success. What the venerable Society 
have alread}' done cannot leave us the least doubt of their future 
concurrence and protection on all just and necessary occasions. 

As everything relative to the plan is fully and clearly ex- 
plained in tlie sermon and account published by one of our mem- 
bers, agreeable to our direction, and twenty copies of the same 
are herewith transmitted for the use of the Society, we have only 
to add our fervent prayers that the blessing of Heaven may ever 
attend all the pious and indefatigable labors of the Society, for 
the support of our Church, and the propagation of true Chris- 
tiunity in these remote parts. 

Signed by order and in behalf of the Corporation. 

Richard Peters, 

President. 
Philadelphia, Novetnber 8th, 1769. 

It will be remembered that by the charter of incorporation, 
the Lords Archbishops of Canterbury and York, and the Lord 
JJishop of London, were appointed visitors of the Corporation. 
The Society now placed themselves iu relations by letter with 
these very reverend dignitaries of the mother Church. The 
first is to the primate, at that time the Most Reverend Frede- 
rick Cornwallis, previously Bishop of Lichfield, but now, 
recently (1768), on the demise of Archbishop Herring, trans- 
lated to Canterbury. 

May it please your Grace: 

After offering our sincere expressions of the satisfaction we feel 
in common with the members of our Church on this Continent, 
in finding a prelate of your Grace^s excellent and worthy charac- 
ter, called by Trovidence to supply the great loss which we all 
suHtained by the dentil of your amiable and illustrious predecessor; 
• permit us to tai\e this first opportunity of praying your Grace's 
countenance and protection in carrying on the laudable charitj'* 
for which we are incorporated. 

The rehition in wiiich we stand towards your Grace, as a super- 
intendent of this charity hy the tenor of our ciiarter, is not our 
principal motive for presenting this address. Your higii station 
«s presiding over that Church whereof we are members ; your 
known benevolence, and the pleasure which we are assured you 
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will feel in every measure that promises to place our Church and 
ministry on a more advantageous and respectable .footing in these 
Colonies, give .us room to hope that our present undertaking will 
ever meet with your Grace's powerful and ready patronage. 

Everything relative to this design being so fully and clearly 
explained in the sermon and account published by one of our 
members, agreeably to our orders, and, by him, transmitted to 
your Grace, we have only to add our sincere and fervent pra3'ers 
tliat your Grace's health and usefulness may be long preserved, 
and that the Church, both in England and in these Colonies, may 
more and more flourish under your government and direction. 

Signed in behalf and by order of the Corporation. 

Richard Peters, 

President. 
Philadelphia, November 8th, 1769. 

The minutes of a subsequent meeting record, that Dr. 
Peters reported to it, that in answer to this address to the 
Archbishop of Canterbury he had lately received a letter from 
his Grace, assuring the Corporation that " he was truly sen- 
sible of the honor they had done him, and that he will, with 
pleasure, patronize and promote their charitable undertaking 
to the best of his power." 

An appropriate address was forwarded also to the Arch- 
bishop of York, though the minutes do not make mention of 
any answer received. The address need not be here set out. 
The particular relation, however, of the clergy in America 
to the Bishop of London, at this time the Right Reverend 
Richard Terrick, and the evidence which the minutes pre- 
sent of his Lordship's sense of the obligations resting on him 
in consequence, make the correspondence between the 
Society and this prelate more interesting. The letter of the 
Corporation was thus: 

To THE Right Reverend Father in God, Richard, 

Lord Bishop op London: 

The humble address of the Corporation' for the Relief of the 
Widows and Children of Clergj^men in the Communion of the 
Church of England in America. 

We beg your Lordship's permission to embrace this first oppor- 
tunity of pra3ung your Lordship's patronage and protection of 
the laudable and charitable design for which we are incorporated. 
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By the tenor of our charters, the Lords Archbishops of Canter- 
bury and York, and the Bishop of London, for the time being, 
arc nominated to superintend the execution of this plan, and to 
your inspection our annual proceedings are to be submitted. 

But. our relation to your Lordship, as more immediately pre- 
siding over our Church in these Colonies, your known benevo- 
lence and paternal regard towards your clergy here, give us room 
to hope that a design so evidently calculated for tiie advantage 
of them and their families, in the present suffering condition of 
our Church, will meet with your very particular patronage. 

Everything relative to the design being fully and clearly ex- 
plained in the sermon and account published by one of our mem- 
bers agreeable to our orders, and by him transmitted to 3'our 
Lordship, we have only to add our prayers, that you may long 
continue an ornament to our Ohnrch and the Episcopal character. 
Signed in behalf, and by order of the Corporation. 

Richard Peters, 

President. 
Philadelphia, November 8th, 1769. 

In due course, the President, Dr. Peters, reported to the 
Society that, in return to this address, " he had received the 
following kind answer :" 

Reverend Sir: You will be so good as to communicate to the 
members of your Corporation at their next meeting the satisfac- 
tion I received in the favorable accounts which have been sent 
me of the establishment of their scheme for the support of the 
widows and children of the American clergy. As they have done 
me the honor to nominate me with the two Archbishops, as the 
superintendents of that charity, I take this occasion to assure the 
clergy and the rest of the members that in any matter, in which 
the interest of your Society are concerned, I shall always be 
happy in giving my advice and assistance. I will only add, that 
they have my best wishes for the success of a scheme which re- 
flects so much honor upon the promoters of it, and which is so 
well calculated to relieve the distresses of such objects as more 
immediately call for their attention and compassion. 

The many calls in this part of the world to give a helping hand 
to charitable designs of various kinds, and more particularly to 
such as regard the distressed families of the clergy in our several 
diocesses, make it impossible to extend the same assistance to 
more remote objects, especiallj' as those in the higher stations of 



PBR-RBVOLUTIONARY HI8T0BT. 81 

tluB Chureb are the great supporters of that general fund, which 
is engi^ed to make an allowance to the three Provinces. 

I am, however, willing to add my mite to your fund, and desire 
your acceptance of twenty pounds, for which you may either 
draw upon me, or I will pay it upon notice to any person you 
shall order to receive it. This, I hope, will be accepted as the 
testimony of my good will to your Society, and expressive of my 
best wishes for its success. 

I am, Reverend Sir, your loving Brother, 

Ric. London. 

Bono Street, Lokdon, January 25thy 1770. 

" This answer from the Bishop of London being read, it was 
unanimously voted that the President do, in the name of the 
Corporation, write a letter of thanks to his Lordship for the 
kind assurance he has given them of his zeal for their success, 
and for his generous benefaction to their charitable fund." 
A minute of the next meeting records, that Dr. Peters re- 
ported " that he had written a letter of thanks to the Bishop 
of London, the receipt of which his Lordship has since politely 
acknowledged." 

The record of the year's proceedings, as given in' the an- 
cient minutes, thus concludes: 

" The business at present liefore the Board being now finished, 
the President gave a proof of his generous and exemplary spirit 
in favor of the charity by informing the Corporation that he had 
determined on to-raorrow morning, to put a bond for two hundred 
pounds, payable to them, into the hands of Mr. Treasurer Hop- 
kinson. 

^' Ordered^ That the most grateful expressions of the sentiments 
entertained by the Corporation of so affectionate an instance of 
his benevolent disposition be made to Mr. Peters in the name of 
his brethren. This cordial acknowledgment was accordingly 
presented and very modestly received." 

So end the proceedings of the year of foundation. Is it 
any wonder, auspicated as they seem to have been through- 
out, that the Society should continue in vigor to this day ? 

The meeting of 1770 was in New York, and the aunual 
sermon was preached by Dr. Auchmuty. The minutes con- 
tain the following record of a layman's liberality: 
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Upon a motion roade that a proper seal might be ordered for 
the Corporation, Mr. Le Roy generously offered to pay the expense 
of any seal that shall be agreed upon ; the price not exceeding 
ten guineas. And tlie President, by desire, and in the name of 
the Corporation, accepted the offer of Mr. Le Roy, and presented 
him with their sincere thanks for the same. 

Mr. Le Roy, Mr. Kenipe, Dr. Auchmuty, and Dr. Cooper 
were appointed a committee to devise and procure the seal. 
One was accordingly ordered from England. 

Thus far the interest taken in the Society by persons not 
immediately connected with it, seems to have been such as, in 
part, was to be expected, and in some senses obligatory. We 
have now, at the meeting of 1770, a letter of a very high 
interest. It is a spontaneous communication to Dr. Smith, 
from the Rev. Thomas Wharton, Rector of St. Michael's 
Church, in Bridgetown, in the island of Barbadoes. The 
letter of Mr. Wharton, which, as copied into the minutes, 
seems to be without a date, was thus : 

Reverend Sir: My neighbor, Mr. Moore, has favored me with 
a copy of a plan about to be established for the relief of the dis- 
tressed widows and children of deceased clergymen in North 
America, accompanied with a sermon delivered by you at Christ 
Church, in October, 1169, which carries along with it such per- 
suasive arguments, that I am desirous of offering something more 
than mere empty praise to so meritorious a design. 

It has been my lot for sixteen years past, to be situated in this 
island, where my way of life has been such as excluded me from 
entering into the scenes of the busy world. Yet my ideas have 
been often extended to your unbounded continent, where variety 
of characters must not only help the advocate to plead, but give 
a greater scope for the hand of benevolence to unfold itself, than 
a continued sameness of a small island can afford. 

In a heart affected with every distress of its fellow-creatures, 
the tenderest emotions would naturally arise when the relicts of 
its brethren were the objects of consideration ; and, therefore, I 
voluntarily solicited such clergy and gentlemen here, as I thought 
might be willing to contribute to so laudable, so worthy an under- 
taking. How far my application will be attended with success, 
by the present conveyance I cannot say, having not yet been able 
to obtain their united sentiments. My proposal was that a col- 
lection should be made, sent, and applied to your general fund, 
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ftQd snch a proposal being still under consideration, prevents your 
Teceiving my mite by this opportunity. Should I, by any means, 
be instrumental in procuring a donation worthy your acceptance, 
I shall think myself happy ; and to be favored with a correspon- 
dence from you (which I have taken the liberty to open), will be 
esteemed an honor by, Reverend Sir, 

Your most obedient and respectful humble servant, 

Tho. Wharton. 

It will readily be believed that the author of such a letter 
was not unfaithful to his promise. Every expectation rightly 
excited was more, we must say, than fulfilled. And ou the 
minutes of a subsequent year is entered a second letter to 
Dr. Smith, signed by Mr. Wharton and Henry Duke, Esq., 
as follows: 

Barbadoes, May 23d, 1772. 

Reverend Sir : We have a pleasure in remitting to you the 
collections in our island, b3'' the hands of Mr. Gilbert, for the use 
of the Corporation for the Relief of the Widows and Children of 
Clergymen in the Communion of the Church of England in 
America, amounting to the sum of one hundred and ninety 
pounds, nine shillings, and eight pence Iialf-penny, sterling money 
of Great Britain. Some small sums remain uncollected of the 
subscriptions of our friends, which we will endeavor to get in and 
send you by the most convenient opportunit}^ If our wishes 
could have met with adequate success, the amount would have 
been considerably larger. But when you call to mind the calami- 
ties which this island hath suffered from dreadful fires, and still 
labors under from unfavorable weather, we flatter ourselves we 
shall be thought, in some degree, to have shown a friendly incli- 
nation towards our brethren in America, although our encourage- 
ment of your laudable scheme is not answerable to our own de- 
sires. We are, with great respect, &c., 

Henry Duke, 
Thos. Wharton. 

So considerable a benefaction from givers so cheerful, and 
on whom so little claim existed, we may well believe was re- 
ceived with more than usual gratitude. The minutes make 
this record : 

" Agreed^ That the President do, in behalf of the Corporation, 
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write a letter to Mr. Duke and Mr. Wharton, thanking them and 
the other worthy contributors for this very considerable benefac- 
tion ; and that the list of the contributors be entered on the minutes 
of this Corporation^ which is as follows :^^ 

Three blank pages on the minute-book immediately follow 
this entry. They present no list of contributors ; nor anything 
but an ancient instance of a more ancient proverb. Delays 
iu this case proved more than dangerous. The names of the 
contributors are probably lost to us here forever. Our con- 
solation must be as holy Fuller, the Ohurch historian's was 
in regard to those men whose names, even his faithful labors 
could not discover, by whom the light of Christianity was 
kindled in the land of his birth. " The best of it is," he says, 
'' that God's record is more complete than man's best history ; 
and that their names are written in the Book of Life, who on 
earth are wholly forgotten."* 

The meeting of 1771 was in New Jersey, Perth Amboy 
being selected as its particular place, and Dr. Chandler preach- 
ing the annual sermon prescribed. Governor Colden, of "New 
York, had now given place to Governor Tryon. The min- 
utes thus record the fact, with the action of the Corporation 
upon it. 

Dr. Smith, Dr. Auchinut}'^, and Dr. Chandler were appointed a 
committee to draw up immediatel}' a proper address to his Excel- 
lency Governor Tryon, congratulating him upon his safe arrival 
in his government, and acquainting him that the Corporation had 
done themselves the honor of choosing his Excellency a member. 
They accordingly produced the following, which was approved 
and ordered to be signed by the President, and to be presented 
by as many of the members at New York as shall be able to at- 
tend on the occasion. 

To his Excellency William Tryon, Esq., Captain-General and 
Governor-in-Chief in and over the Province of New York, and 
the Territories depending thereon in America, Chancellor, and 
Yice Admiral of the same. 

The humble address of the Corporation for the Relief of the 
Widows and Children of Clergymen in the Communion of tlie 

* Quoted in Southey's Book of the Church, vol. i., 15. Boston, 1825. 
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Charch of England in America, met at Perth Amboy, October 3d, 
1771. 

May it please tour Exoellenot : 

We take tliis first opportunity to congratulate your Excellency 
on your safe arrival in your government, and to beg your accept- 
ance of our best wishes and sincere prayers, that your adminis- 
tration may be attended with satisfaction to yourself, and all that 
happiness to the Province which is justly expected from your 
amiable character and known abilities. 

We have at this meeting done ourselves the honor of unani- 
mously choosing your Excellency a member of our Corporation, 
and we hope the good and charitable purposes for which it is in- 
stituted will not only induce you to accept a share in the man- 
agement of the trust committed to us, but likewise to afford us 
j'^our protection and' countenance in carrying it into execution. 

The address was doubtless presented, but the minutes of 
the next year make no record of the fact. 

In 1772, the meeting being for this year in Pennsylvania, 
at Philadelphia, a similar proceeding took place in regard to 
" the Honorable Richard Penn, Esquire, Goveraor of Penn- 
sylvania, who was unanimously elected a member of the Cor- 
poration." 

His Honor being waited upon, as the minute-book here 
records, informed the committee that he would receive their 
address the next day "at half an hour after two o'clock," 
and though apparently from the minutes of the next day 
bedng left uncompleted, no mention is made of the interview, 
the reception, congratulation, and thanks were doubtless all 
proceeded in and accomplished. 

Such, within four years of the Declaration of Independence, 
in these States of 'Ifew York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania, 
where the spiritual stands now so independent, was the rela- 
tion of the Church to powers temporal. It proves, perhaps, 
how reluctantly in many cases the good people of these Colo- 
nies acknowledged the causes which " impelled them to the 
separation." 

The records of 1772, at Philadelphia, present no event of 
interest. Some little incidents are quaintly thus recorded: — 

The Corporation proceeded to Christ Church, and as the Rev^ 
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Dr. Cooper, President of King's College in New York, whose turn 
it was to preach, could not attend, the annual sermon was preached 
by the Rev. Dr. Peters, Rector of Christ Church and St. Peter's, 
Philadelphia, arid a liberal collection made for the charity. 

After sermon, Mr. Hopkinson, one of the treasurers, acquainted 
the Corporation that Richard Hockley, Esq., one of the members, 
had generously subscribed five pounds per annum, Penns^'^lvania 
money, during his natural life, for the benefit of the fund, for 
which the Corporation requested him to accept their sincere 
thanks. 

As Dr. Cooper, whose turn it was to preach at this meeting, 
could not attend : 

Agreed^ That he has not thereby lapsed his turn, and that he be 
prepared to preach at the next annual meeting. 

Agreed^ That the thanks of this Corporation be given to their 
worthy President, for his sermon preached this day before them, 
at which £120 3s. id. was collected. 

The minutes of 1773 record in a style of similar simplicity 
an evidence of the ever ready service of the venerable Presi- 
dent. They tell us that " as the Rev. Mr. Reading, missionary 
at Apoquiniminck, Pennsylvania, who had undertaken to 
preach the annual sermon, was prevented from attending by 
a sudden and severe indisposition, the Rev, Dr. Peters, in this 
necessity, was pleased to preach the same sermon which lie 
had preached (but not printed) the former year at Philadel- 
phia ;" and a handsome collection was made in the church. 

By whatever person — whether by Dr. Franklin, or by some 
other man less disposed to such studies — the scheme of an- 
nual payments and annuities was settled, and whether it was 
or was not settled on a true estimate of the rates of life and 
death, it is certain that the managers of the Corporation from 
its origin did not trust to the payments made by persons con- 
tracting with it, to make good the promised annuities. A 
" sermon suitable to the occasion," to be preached at each an- 
nual meeting, was a matter meant to be fixed, as we have seen, 
as a permanent arrangement at the first meeting held by the 
Society ; and a collection seems to have always followed as of 
course. The Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, as 
we have also seen, was early solicited for aid. On the recep- 
tion of Mr. Wharton's first letter from Barbadoe^, Dr. Chand- 
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ler and Mr. Seaburj, a committee appointed to thank him 
specially, were directed also to write " a general letter to sev- 
eral other clergymen of Barbadoes, soliciting their concurrence 
with the kind and generous proposal of Mr. Wharton in favor 
of the charity." In 1772, it is " recommended to the clergy, 
who are members of this Corporation, to take all convenient 
opportunities in their respective parishes, both publicly and 
privately, to solicit benei'actions to this charitable institution." 
And in 1774, with obvious perception, even at that early day, 
of the shadows which coming events were casting before them, 
we find the founders of the Corporation, while acknowledging 
a gift of £13 105. from John Dickinson, Esq., of £6 from Dr. 
Alexander Ross, of Jamaica, of £20 from the Hon. James 
IBamilton, of Pennsylvania, and of £5 from Mr. James Nixon, 
endeavoring to place its beneficent purpose upon a base of 
]es8 varying and of more enduring strength, by an endow- 
ment of land from the Crown. The minutes of October, in 
that year, contain the following entry: 

Besolved^ That this Corporation ought bumhly to solicit a grant 
of a quantity of land from His Majesty, for the further support 
of this charitable institution ; that they think such grant could 
be advantageously located in Canada, on the far side of the Ohio, 
near or adjoining the western boundary of Pennsylvania, and that 
the following gentlemen, viz.. 

The Right Honorable the Earl of Sterling, the Honorable Mr. 
Chief Justice Smith, and the Rev. Dr. Chandler, of New Jerse}'^; 
Goldsborough Banyar and James Duane, Esqs., with the Rev. 
Dr. Auchmnty, of New York; and the Hon. James Hamilton and 
Benjamin Chew, Esq., with the Rev. Dr. Smith, of Pennsj'lvania, 

Be and they are hereby nominated a committee, with powers 

o locate the lands, determine the proper quantity to be prayed 

)r, and also to prepare and send home the petition, at such time 

\ they may think proper. And it is the opinion of this board that 

\ch application should he speedily made. 

Whether the application was "speedily made" or not, the 

nutes do not show us. If it was not so made, it was proba- 

not made at all. Discontents were becoming widely spread 

>ughout the Colonies. The Revolution was soon upon us. 

Church of England, and the missionaries which it sent 
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US, were associated largely with England herself, and came in 
for a share of the odium merited by her rulers. Many of the 
missionaries, abandoning the country, returned to the mother 
country, and the Society for the relief of their widows and 
children seemed to be in process of extinction, by the failure 
alike of all the conditions and all the necessities for which it 
had been incorporated. 

There was no meeting subsequently to 1775. The contribu- 
tors, who in 1771 numbered twenty-seven, had by October, 
1775, decreased, if an entry of payments on the minutes rep- 
resents them all, to four. One of the treasurers. Dr. Chand- 
ler, remained faithful to Great Britain, and retired from this 
country. And it is a curious incident in our history, that 
the earliest president of the Society, its faithful friend and 
very liberal benefactor, Dr. Peters, died, six days after the 
Declaration of Independence was read from the steps of the 
State House. After the minutes of the meeting of 1774 — 
whose proceedings seem to have been more than usually full, 
and to have been also very fully recorded (both proceedings 
and* record, as if in anticipation of events which might leave 
no actor in the meeting to tell to succeeding times what had 
been done there) — we find in the minute-book a short and 
expressive entry: 

The, minutes of the proceedings of the Corporation for the 
year 1175 have been lost in the confusion of the war, which com- 
menced in that year. During the war the Corporation did not 
meet. 

The whole Corporation stock in October, 1774, was, in Penn- 
sylvania currency, £2572 125. lOd. ; that is to say in their own, 
or some other currency, not all of it Pennsylvanian — 

For Pennsylvania, £1411 6. 10. 

For New York, 1006 7. 8}. 

For New Jersey, 232 6. 8. 

So ends the pre-revolutionary history of the Corporation. 
For nearly ten years — during parts of which the British army 
was in the possession of New York, Philadelphia, and of 
many parts of New Jersey — the Corporation was without any 
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corporate head, and, as respected the State of New Jersey, 
without a treasurer. It lay, indeed, through the whole war, 
in a state so latent and inactive, that but for three or four 
persons it might have been regarded as in a state more of 
death than of dormancy. 

II. POST-REVOLUTIOKARY fflSTORY. 

1. Before the Division. 

With the return of peace, and the acknowledgment of our 
independence by Great Britain, the thoughts of a few clergy 
members of the Corporation, who had remained upon this con- 
tinent, were directed to the resuscitation and reorganization 
of the body. 

The members of the clergy, who, till the war, or shortly 
prior to it, had tiaken an interest in the Corporation, were nu- 
merous. At the meeting of October 3d, 1773, there were 
present of them, Dr. Peters, Dr. Smith, Dr. Auchmuty, Dr. 
Chandler, Dr. Cuoj>er, Dr. Ogilvie, Mr. Craig, Mr. Seabury, 
Mr. Inglis, Mr. Duche, Mr. Cutting, Mr. Beach, Mr. Frazer, 
Mr. Sayre, Mr. Bloomer, Mr. Provoost, Mr. Coombe, Mr. 
White, Mr. Ayres. And at that meeting Mr. William Stringer 
and Mr. Robert Blackwell were chosen members. In pre- 
vious records we find, in addition, the names of Mr. Charlton, 
Mr. Reading, Mr. Cooke, Mr. Preston, Mr. Browne, Mr. Ma- 
gaw, Mr. Andrews, and Mr. Frazer; twenty-nine clergy in 
all of the Church of England, belonging to one or other of 
the three States ; and being, I suppose, most of the clergy of 
the Church of England in them. 

Of all these full two-thirds disappear from the records in 
the revolutionary term ; and I suppose that the year 1784 
probably found few alive, and on this hemisphere, other than 
Dr. Smith, Dr. White, Dr. Blackwell, Dr. Magaw, Dr. Pro- 
voost, Dr. Beach, Dr. Andrews, Mr. Cutting, Mr. Bloomer, 
and Mr. Frazer. 

The first action by members of the Society towards re-es- 
tablishing it, after the peace, was a meeting, in consequence 
of prior correspondence, by a few clergymen of the three 
States, at Brunswick, in New Jersey, on the 13th and 14th of 
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May, 1784.* Here it was determiDed to procure a larger 
meeting on the 5th of the ensuing October, at Xew York. 

At the meeting, reassembled in Xew York, "on the 
Tuesday of October proposed, being," as the minutes note, 
" the first Tuesday after the feast of St Michael," and as they 
further mention, " a meeting of the Corporation for the Relief 
of the Widows and Clergymen of the Church of England in 
America," the work of re-establishment was largely pro- 
ceeded in. The late president. Dr. Peters, having died July 
10th, 1776, and " it being now proposed to appoint a chairman 
to open the business, the Rev. Dr. Smith was chosen for that 
purpose." The Rev. Benjamin Moore, afterwards the vener- 
able Bishop Moore, of Xew York, acted as the secretary. The 
first thing was the appointment of a committee of three cleri- 
cal and three lay members — Drs. Smith, White, and Provoost, 
being appointed from the former, and Messrs. Duane, Peters, 
and Livingston, from the latter — " to examine into the aftairs 
of this Corporation since the last meeting at Philadelphia, on 
Tuesday after the feast of St Michael, in the year 1775, and 
to report thereon as soon as may be." Having adjourned 
to attend divine service, at St. Paul's Church, Xew York, on 
Wednesday the 6th, where the annual sermon was preached 
by Dr. Magaw, the Rector of St^ Paul's Church, Philadelphia, 
the 'meeting was reassembled on the 8th, the committee being 
ready to report. 

The minutes now tell us that the Hon. Mr. Duane, in be- 
half of the committee, then submitted the following, '^its 
observations and advice." 

That it is expedient that the ol»jections which might be made, 
on account of the non-user of the powers granted by the charter, 
be removed. 

That the respective Legislatures of New York, New Jersey, 
and Pennsylvania be applied to for this purpose. 

That the last clause of the charter shall be so far altered as, 
instead of subjecting the accounts and proceedings of the Cori)ora- 
tion to the revisal and ratification therein specified, the same ac- 
counts and proceedings shall hereafter be revised, checked, and 
confirmeil in the manner expressed in the said charter by the 

* Bishop White's Memoirs, 2d ed., p. 21. 
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Governor, Chancellor, and Chief Justice of the State of New York, 
or any two of them ; and by the Governor, or President, the Chief 
Justice, and the Attorney-General of the States of Pennsylvania, 
and New Jersey respectively, or by any two of them. And that 
the title of the Corporation shall be altered as follows : " The Cor- 
poration for the Relief of Widows and Children of Clergymen of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America,''^ 

And, also, that the following clause in the proviso of the said 
charter be annulled or repealed, viz.: "And not contrary to the 
laws of that part of Great Britain called England." 

That committees be appointed for each of the said three States, 
with power to represent and act for this Corporation in the prem- 
ises. 

That in full confidence that tlie benevolent design for which 
this Corporation was instituted will be encouraged b}'' the said 
Legislatures, this Corporation ought to proceed to the election of 
the usual and necessary officers for conducting their business, as 
well as of members for filling up vacancies. And also to ex- 
amine into the state of their funds, and all other matters which 
require immediate attention. 

The Corporation now proceeded to ballot for twenty-nine 
new members. Their names appear upon the roll of cor- 
porators at the end of this tract, under the date of 1784. It 
is interesting to note the names of General Alexander Hana^ 
ilton, then in his 27th year, and of John Jay, among those 
from New York, and of both Robert and Gouverneur Morris 
among those from Pennsylvania. Officers were also elected ; 
Dr. Smith, now venerable for his years and deserving such 
honor from his long and great service to the Society, was ap- 
pointed president ; and the Rev. Benjamin Moore, already 
mentioned, secretary. The treasurers were, for New York^ 
John Alsop ; for Neio Jersey^ Joshua Maddox Wallace ; and 
for Pennsylvania^ Samuel Powel, this last reappointed. Stand- 
ing committees of correspondence, and for obtaining an 
alteration and confirmation of the charter, were also elected ; 
Dr. White, and Mr. Peters, for Pennsylvania ; Messrs. John 
Stevens and J. M. Wallace, for New Jersey ; and Messrs. 
Duane, Robert R. Livingston, with the Rev. Mr. Provoost, /or 
New York ; the first and second named gentlemen in regard to 

the charter, and the first and third as a standing committee. 

4 
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The assets of the Society were found in difterent degreed 
of soundness in the difterent States. Those in Pennsylvania, 
which had been under the care of Samuel Powel, Esq., were 
solid and forthcoming. Mr. Powel reported in 1786, that 
since the 4th of October, 1775, he had 

Paid away, on account of the Corporation, the snm of . £1359. 5. 6. 
And had received, 1354. 4. 2. 



Balance in favor of the Treasury, £5. 1. 4. 

And that the total amount of the Corporation's stock in 
Pennsylvania, including mortgages, was £2795 10s. 6d. Claim- 
ing the fulfilment of a promise made to him at some former 
meetings, for leave to resign his office, he was discharged from 
the trust after thirteen years' service — from 1773 to 1786 — '■ 
"with the thanks of the Corporation for his fidelity, accuracy, 
and attention to the interests of the institution under circum- 
stances of peculiar difficulty." * 

The fund in New York was in a condition not quite so satis- 
factory, and the treasurer for that State and the Corporation 
seem not to have been wholly in accord as to the amount for 
which the former was responsible ; a question of interest, com- 
plicated with some matter arising from Continental paper, ap- 
parently having been the points of difference. A proposition 
of the treasurer, however, made apparently in 1785, that he 
should give landed security for £1237 IO5. 7|d. specie princi- 
pal, with interest in future, was accepted by the Corporation, 
and the sum above named may be taken, therefore, as the 
property of the Corporation in New York. 

With the retirement "beyond seas," as it is called in the 
minutes, of Dr. Chandler, the whole fund (£232 6s. 8d.) exist- 
ing for New Jersey, in 1777, was lost. 

At the close of the Revolution, the aggregated funds of the 
Corporation may be stated with sufficient nearness to have 
consisted of the 

Fund in Pennsylvania, £2795 10. 6. 

New York, 1237 10. 7 J. 

New Jersey ; moneys received from 1775 to l'?84, 
from the Rev. Mr. BlackweU, Frazer, Beach, and 

OdeU, subscribers for that State, .... 18. 14. 3. 

With this capital surviving the shock of the Revolution, 
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the Corporation renewed its meetings, its annual sermons, 
and its business; Dr. Smith, after the adjournment of the 
meeting at New York, remaining behind in that city to preach 
there on the following Sunday, both morning and afternoon, 
which he did with so good effect as to have added £112 195. 
lOd. to the corporate moneys. The next meeting was fixed 
for Trenton, but the minutes of 1785 inform us that owing to 
the bad weather and other incidents, the members could not 
be assembled in sufficient numbers to do business, and that 
certain of the members who met in Philadelphia, sent some 
of those present to Trenton to procure an adjournment, to 
meet on the 20th of June in the next year at Philadelphia, 
and that those who met at Trenton adjourned accordingly. 
The meeting of 1786 was so held; and among its agreeable 
incidents, and valuable as evidence that even in the shock of 
arms, the Society had not perished from the recollections of 
its generous friends, was the announcement by the Rev. Dr. 
Moore, that Mr. James De Blez, of New York, had bequeathed 
to the Corporation a no less sum than £400. 

With the return of peace, the obligations of the Corpora- 
tion to its various subscribers, several of whom had died since 
the last meeting in 1775, and whose families stood therefore 
in special relations to the body, made matter of some diffi- 
culty. How far the loyalist clergy, who abandoned the 
country, and had died in England, were to be regarded on 
the same footing as those who followed the fortunes of the 
Colonies, and withstood invading arms — how far and on whom 
the cesser of payments for ten years should operate to de'- 
stroy prior rights, or how far and for whom the penalties of 
forfeiture were suspended by the war, these, and many ques- 
tions of difficulty, both in the principles and details of com- 
puting the annuities, may have naturally embarrassed the 
respective treasurers. A committee, composed of the Rev. 
Drs. Smith and White, from the clergy, and of Messrs. Wil- 
cocks, Wallace, and Chaloner, from the laity, was appointed 
to settle the annuities, and, on their report, it was 

Resolved^ That the respective treasurers be instructed to settle 
with the several annuitants who are entitled to relief from the 
funds of this Corporation, according to the tenor and intent of 
the fundamental articles. 
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That is to say, that they shall pay, as soon as they shall be en- 
abled, their respective annuities, according to the classes to which 
they belong, or to such as shall demand the same, deducting such 
forfeitures as may have been incurred by the respective sub- 
scribers. 

But, whereas, the general calamities of war have prevented the 
subscribers from making any payments after the Tuesday im- 
mediately preceding the feast of St. Michael, in the year 1176, 
it is 

Besolved^ That no fines or forfeitures shall be deemed to have 
been incurred after that time, or be deducted from the annuities 
due. 

The matter being one of contract, where the war had but 
suspended remedies, and not annulled the obligation, no dis- 
tinction appears to have been made between the families of 
the loj'alist clergy, and those who adhered to the Colonies. 
And in the following year, at a meeting composed of men, 
most of whose names are found in the early councils of the 
Church in America, the continuing identity of the Church in 
England with the Church in America would appear to have 
been recognized in a resolution somewhat striking, thus : 

That an address be made to the Society for the Propagation of 
the Gospel, soliciting the payment of the arrearages of their an- 
nual contribution to this Corporation, with which they generously 
charged themselves. The committee appointed for this purpose 
is the Rev. Dr. Smith, Rev. Dr. White, and B. Chew, Esq. 

It would be interesting, to see the address directed, if any 
was ever made, and the response to it. In point of fact, no 
payment, I believe, was made after 1775 or 1776 ; and the 
Society would, perhaps, have found an apology for not pay- 
ing the " arrearages" solicited, in a declaration supposed to 
come from the pen of Dr. Smith himself, and published in 
1789, in the preface to our Book of Common Prayer, that 
" when, in the course of Divine Providence, these American 
States became independent, with respect to civil government, 
their ecclesiastical independence was necessarily included ;" a 
position true, it may be admitted, in view of the union of the 
Church in England with the civil government there ; but a 
position which, independently of that fact, the petition of 
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the Corporation would indicate as being open to some ques- 
tion ; a question not perhaps unreasonable in a church one 
and catholic. 

The year 1789 is to be signalized by the retirement of Dr. 
Smith from the presidency of the Corporation. He had been, 
as I suppose, more than any one else, its author ; he had cer- 
tainly been for twenty years one of its most active and efficient 
friends ; alike in labors of the pen, of the pulpit, of his prov- 
idence, and his personal agency. The minutes now record 
that he informed the Corporation that he wished, on account 
of his advanced age, to decline the honor of being continued 
their president. The thanks of the Corporation were given 
to him for his long and faithful services as president ; and the 
Rev. Dr. White, who had been a member of the Society 
since 1772, and had now recently been conseci-ated to the 
episcopate, was elected to the place. 

In the same year, the Corporation had the gratification of 
receiving, by bequest, from Andrew Doz, one of its members, 
the largest sum ever received from one individual. He left 
his property, on the death of his wife and widowed daughter, 
and, as it is recorded by the latter, " with their entire appro- 
bation," almost wholly to institutions of the Church ; one- 
seventh part of his estate, this share, producing so far as can 
be ascertained, about $4000,*^ coming to the Society. 

The Corporation continued its annual meetings through the 
years 1790 and 1791. At the meeting of the former year, we 
find Hamilton, at that time Secretary of the Treasury, but 
whom neither the vast cares of his immediate office, nor his 
devotion to the interests of the state at large, Tendered in- 
different to this cause of private beneficence, consulting with 
White and Provoost upon the wisdom of a change in a fun- 
damental rule of the Corporation, suggested, we are told, 
*' on account of the calamities of the late war." In any such 
council, we may believe that the voice of the first secretary 
was potential. The member of the body who records his 
presence and his action was the excellent Benjamin Moore, 
D. D.,then and long secretary of the Corporation ; no stranger 
to his sincerity in all things, or to his interest in what con- 

* Mr. Biiinej's Preface, p. 8. 
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cerned the ministers of religion, when summoned, fourteen 
years afterwards, a bishop of the Church, to the bedside of 
the expiring patriot, there to administer to him a sacrament 
of the Church, and to receive from his lips, amidst the agony 
of a mortal wound, the solemn assurance that he had "no ill 
will" against the man who sought and took his life ; and that 
'' he forgave all that had happened." 

The minutes of this year, 1791, tell us that the meeting 
was at Trenton, and after making mention of the election of 
officers, that 

The Corporation then proceeded to the church, where a sermon 
highly suitable to tlie occasion was preached by the Rev. Dr. 
Blackwell to a number of the respectable inhabitants of Trenton, 
and its vicinity. The collection was £7 12s. *ld. 

This, I believe, was the last sermon preached before the 
Society, and the last collection made in its behalf. 

From 1791 to 1796, the minutes record no meetings, ex- 
cept one in 1793, and for several years, up to 1813, there were 
many interruptions of them. Without doubt, the frequent 
journeyings of the members, performed by some of them 
most faithfully to Philadelphia, New York, and to different 
towns in New Jersey — Burlington, Trenton, New Brunswick, 
Elizabethtown, and Perth Amboy — for, in all these towns 
the corporators at different times assembled, — must have been 
found greatly laborious, accomplished as they were before 
the days of either steamboats or railways, and when the 
transport was to be made across the arid sands of New Jer- 
sey, either in the common stage, or the less expeditious private 
carriage of the owner ; the only variation to such a convey- 
ance being by the " periaguas" of that day on water at the 
extremities of the road, and where storms and calms were 
as frequent as the more grateful zephyrs. The aggregation 
of the Society had been made in the days of the Church's in- 
fancy and feebleness on this continent. With bishops of its 
own, and with increasing strength, a separation and inde- 
pendent action was better. The minutes of May, 1796, ac- 
cordingly disclose to us, that at £^ meeting held in Trenton, it 
was the opinion of the members present that three distinct 
corporations ought to be formed ; one for each of the three 
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States, And a separation was then resolved on, with a di- 
vision of funds on these principles : 

1. That an estimate should he made of all moneys contrihuted 
in the States respectively, whether hy suhscription or donation. 

2. That an estimate should he made of all moneys contributed 
by corporations, or hy individuals not residing in any of the three 
States. 

3. That an exact statement of the funds of the present Corpo- 
ration should he made, from which it might he ascertained how 
far they fell short of the sums which had been received. 

4. That a new fund should be raised in each State by a de- 
mand on the present aggregate fund, in a ratio compounded of 
a right to one-third of what should appear on Article 2, and to a 
share in what should appear on Article 1, proportioned to the 
moneys which had been contributed in each State, whether by 
subscription or hy donation. 

Under these resolutions, a committee, of whom the acting 
members were Bishop White and Dr. Blackwell, for Pennsyl- 
vania, Dr. Beach, for Xew York, and Mr. Joshua Maddox 
Wallace, for New Jersey, was appointed to effect the division 
of the corporate funds on the foregoing plan. They found, 
on the 27th November, 1806, that the whole fund consisted 
of §26,485, and that there would be to be assigned 

To the separate corporation in New York, .... $11,806 
" " ** Pennsjlvania, . . . 10,390 

" " '* New Jersey, .... 4,289 



$26,485 



And the Legislatures of Ifew York, Pennsylvania, and 
Xew Jersey, having created new corporations in their States 
respectively,* consisting of the members of the aggregate 
Corporation resident in those States, to whom the powers and 
duties of the aggregate corporations were transferred, to be 
exercised within their respective States, the several portions 
of the fund, after many negotiations, made necessary chiefly 
in consequence of the variety of details to be attended to, 
were paid to them respectively ; provision being made for the 
rights of existing contractors with the Corporation, who, in 
whichever State they happen to be, had, of course, a claim 

* The Act of the Legislature of Pennsylvania was passed 28th March, 1797. 
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on the whole fund. Upon this transfer, the principal actors 
in the events by which the division was accomplished, pre- 
pared and executed with solemnity, a paper which was in- 
tended as a perpetual record and counsel. It thus declares: 

Philadelphia, November 27, 1806. 

We, the subscribers, having this day ratified a plan of division 
of the fund of the Corporation for the Relief of the Widows and 
Children of Clergymen of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States of America, embrace the opportunity of recording 
our unanimous opinion, intending to deliver the same to the mem- 
bers of the said Corporation in the States in which we respectively 
reside, that it will be incumbent on the contemplated corporations 
in the distinct States to continue their respective funds on the 
general principles on which the aggregate fund was established, 
and especially to keep in view the principle that contributions 
duly paid agreeably to the fundamental laws, are the price of the 
purchase of an annuity ^ which should be rendered an secure as the 
nature of human affairs will permit^ and that in regard not only to 
former but also to future contributors, the aggregate Corporation 
having pledged themselves, and as far as they could, their suc- 
cessors, to that effect. 

WMs White, 

Abm. Beach, 
Robert Blackwell, 
J. M. Wallace. 



To an unswerving adherence through a term of sixty-three 
years to the counsel thus given so impressively, that the en- 
gagements of the Society to those who contract with it, 
" should be rendered as secure as the nature of human affairs will 
permit^ and that in regard not only to former, but to future 
contributors," the Society in Pennsylvania owes the vast 
wealth and great strength that now distinguishes it. All the 
investments have been such, and such only, as the law of the 
State allows those who stand in the responsible position of 
trustees to make ; real securities, or government, state, and 
city stocks ; and the result has been that while distributing 
with justice and munificence alike, its gains have been con- 
stant, and its losses nothing. 

But the division had been, by no means, universally liked. 
Indeed, it required no less than ten years to accomplish it. 
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even in its main forms. Tantce moliserat! And numerous 
matters of exact law and form remained to be attended to. 
With the same regard to the future as for the present, which 
seems throughout the century to have characterized the pro- 
ceedings of the body, especially in regard to matters of 
property and title. Tench Coxe, Esq., at a meeting of Decem- 
ber, 1811, offered a resolution, which the minutes tell us was 
unanimously adopted, viz. : 

Whereas^ The Pennsylvania members of the Corporation now 
legally convened, are of opinion that it will be expedient to com- 
plete, confirm, and ratify the division of the funds of the general 
Corporation, and the arrangement proposed, or settled on and by 
the Rt. Rev. Dr. White, Rev. Dr. Blackwell, Rev. Dr. Beach, 
and Joshua Maddox Wallace, Esq., at Philadelphia, on the 27th 
day of November, 1806, and to cause the seal of the general Cor- 
poration to be broken, the}*^ do hereby accept, assent to, concur 
in, confirm, and finally ratify the said arrangement and division 
of the funds, and authorize the breaking of the great seal of the 
general Corporation by the Rt. Rev. Dr. White, who holds the 
same at this time. 

Besolvedj also, that in order to the correct and valid completion 
of the measures referred to in the above resolution, William 
Meredith and John B. Wallace, Esqs , be requested to prepare 
draughts of such acts or instruments as maj' be necessary to the 
legal and regular execution and settlement of the same. 

Besolved^ That the Rt. Rev. Dr. White and the Rev. Dr. 
Blackwell be appointed a committee to communicate the foregoing 
resolutions to the above-named gentlemen. 

The drafts of proper instruments were prepared in form. 
To the professional reader they have interest as exhibiting the 
mode of resolving one old corporation into three new forms of 
existence, a matter which had proved difficult of successful 
conclusion. They confirmed the proceedings of the mem- 
bers who met at Trenton in May, 1796, and the acts of the 
committee at Philadelphia, on the 27th ISTovember, 1806, and 
the separation, apportionment, and division of the aggregate 
funds, and they approved of the creation of the three new cor- 
porations, and of the payments made. Each member sever- 
ally released and acquitted each and every other from all 
claim and responsibility for any matter in the premises, and 
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each declared his assent and agreement to the dissolution of 
the aggregate Corporation, and directed that its common seal 
might be affixed by the president to the presents. And they 
thereupon surrendered up all rights under the old Corporation, 
and declared that thenceforth it should cease. 

The draft being engrossed, was signed by twenty-four mem- 
bers of the Corporation, and subsequently sealed with the 
common seal ; the last use to which that seal, which the gene- 
rosity of Mr. Le Roy had provided for in the year 1770, and 
w^hose legend and devices its liberal donor, with Mr. Kempe^ 
Dr. Auchmuty, and Dr. Cooper, were then appointed to pre- 
scribe, was ever applied. The seal being affixed to an instru- 
ment of dissolution, it was afterwards solemnly broken by the 
Rt. Rev. Dr. William White, president of the Corporation. 

So ended the formal existence of the ancient Corporation of 
the Colonies and of the Revolutionary epoch. The names of 
the twenty-four who signed the act of dissolution, comprised 
w^ith the Rev. John Campbell, of Pennsylvania, and a very 
few others, perhaps, of ifew York and New Jersey, all the 
surviving members of that day. They had been faithful 
guardians of their trust, and now delivered it up strengthened 
and enriched for much greater usefulness than when they had 
received it. As we have given the names of those by whom, 
in its first meeting, the Society was constituted, so we may 
properly record as a way-mark in our history the names of 
these last. They were : 



For Pennsylvania. 

The Rt. Rev. William White, D.D. 
The Rev. Robert Blackwell, D.D. 

'* JosEPU Film ORE, D.D. 

** James Abercrombie, D.D. 

** Joseph Hutchins. 

** Joseph Clarkson. 
Edward Tilohman, Esq. 
The Hon. Richard Feters. 

** John D. Coxe. 
Gen. Francis Gurney. 
Matthew Clarkson, Esq. 
Tench Coxb, Esq. 
James Ash, Esq. 
Benjamin Smith Barton, M.D. 



For New York. 

The Rt. Rev. Benjamin Moore, D.D. 
" ** Saml. Frovoost, DJ). 
The Rev. Abraham Beach, D.D. 
Richard Channing Moore, D.D. 
The Rev. William Hammel. 



For New Jersey. 

The Rev. Charles Henry Wharton, 

D.D. 
Joshua Maddox Wallace, Esq. 
William Coxe, Esq. 
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Every one of the founders of the Society had departed from 
among the living within the forty years which now made the 
term of the Society's existence. 

But while this ends the legal and formal history of the old 
Corporation, this ends not its actual history. Its spirit and 
objects remained, yet do remain, and we may hope will always 
endure. In fact, as distinguished from law, the old Corpora- 
tion did but divide itself into its three elemental parts ; each 
now of itself entire, vigorous, and independent. 

Of the new Corporations in New York and ISTew Jersey I 
must leave others to give an account ; but I believe that I am 
correct in saying that they both continue to exist, and to exist 
with beneficence to the families of the clergy in both States. 

• 2. After the Division. 

In Pennsylvania, the old Corporation being dissolved, the 
not very numerous members of it who were of years and 
vigor to take interest in its objects, assembled. One of their 
early acts was the addition of eight new members to their 
body; and the minutes of "the first annual meeting of the 
Corporation for the Relief of Widows and Children of Clergy- 
men of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the Common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania^'^ held in Philadelphia on the 7th of 
June, 1814, rec»ords the names of all the corporators alive at 
that day, and participating in the new administration, the 
older ones, and the recently elected.* 

The fundamental laws of 1769 were retained with some 
slight alterations. The day of annual meeting was changed 
from "the first Tuesday after the feast of St. Michael" 

* Thej were of thb clerot, the venerable Bishop White and Dr. Black- 
weU, these two the onlj ante-revolutionary members of the old Corporation, the 
Rev. Joseph Hutchins, D.D., the Rev. John Campbell, the Rev. Joseph Pil- 
more, D.D., the Rev. Joseph Clarkson, the Rev. James Abercrombie, D.D., 
the Rev. Joseph H. Turner, the Rev. Frederick Beasley, the Rev. James Wilt- 
bank, the Rev. Jackson Kemper, and the Rev. Jehu Curtis Clay. Op the 
LAITY, the Hon. Richard Peters and Jasper Yeates, Edward Tilghman, Tench 
Coxe, and James Ash, Esqs., Gen. Francis Gurney, John D. Coxe, and 
William Barton, Esqs., Benjamin S. Barton, M.D., William Milnor, William 
Meredith, and John B. Wallace, Esqs. The last five of the clergy, and the 
last three of the laity being new elections and the first in the new body. The 
others, of both orders, had been members of the old Corporation. 
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to " the second Tuesday after "Whit Sunday ;" the new day 
itself being soon after changed to the " first Tuesdaj'^ in May," 
which it still continues to be. It was made one of the laws 
relating to business that " the Bishop," he being a member 
of the Corporation, should be its president, and that there 
should be a Standing Committee of three, the duties of which 
were prescribed. 

The Rev. Dr. Blackwell, elected a member in 1773, and 
now advancing in years, declining re-election to the office of 
treasurer, which he had filled for Pennsylvania in the old 
Corporation since 1803, Mr. Thomas Hale was elected a mem- 
ber, and soon after elected also to the place of treasurer, the 
thanks of the Corporation being given to Dr. Blackwell " for 
his long-continued services and for his careful preservation of 
the funds of the Corporation during the long intermission of 
its meeting."* 

The Rev. Jackson Kemper was elected secretary. Messrs. 
William Meredith, John B. Wallace, and Thomas Cumpston, 
the last a recent member, were elected the standing com- 
mittee. The secretary was instructed to give notice of the 
revival of the Corporation to every clergyman in this State, 
and to send them copies of the charter ; and a question arising 
" with regard to claims of different descriptions which may he 
made upon this Corporation," the business was referred to the 
standing committee to report thereon. The same committee 
was ordered to procure a seal. 

Thus was the new Corporation completely organized, and 
its meetings appear to have been held with entire regularity 
from that day to this. 

Beyond the fact of a bequest ($100) from the Honorable 
William Tilghman, for more than twenty years the revered 
Chief Justice of Pennsylvania, and whose " private life," we 



* Dr. Blackwell 's services as treasurer were, in fact, but a continuation of 
earlier services, equally valuable, as a member only. And as late as 1828, 
the venerable Bishop White, in an address to the Convention, speaks of the 
assistance which that "reverend brother, then present," and who had been his 
co-worker in the Society for fifty-six years, had rendered him ** after the shock 
received by the fund from the currency at the Revolutionary War, not only in 
reorganizing the Society, but also in rescuing the remnant of the fund from 
the further danger into which it had fallen." 
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are told by one who knew him best, " M^as the reflection of an 
unclouded mind, and of a conscience void of offence," and 
whose interest in what concerned the Church is testified to 
by a fact recorded by the same high authority, "that the 
United Churches rarely missed him from their vestry as the 
warden of his venerable friend and pastor. Bishop White,"* 
the aftairs of the Society now, until 1833, present little not 
in a course of mere business and of a character essentially 
private. The funds of the Corporation were carefully guarded 
by Mr. Hale, and increasing considerably, very large addi- 
tions were made to the annuities paid under the fundamental 
laws. 

Still, however, it was observed that the clergy of Pennsyl- 
vania, whether j^oung or old, and whether in good health or 
the reverse of it, scarcely availed themselves at all, though 
often urged to avail themselves, of the advantages offered by 
this Society to their families in case of their own death.f 
And while the funds had now increased to near $50,000, and 
were yielding an income of over $2500, it was a fact that if 
every contributor should have then died at once and his wife 
have become an immediate annuitant, it would not have re- 
quired more than one-third of the income of the solidly in- 
vested capital to meet all their demands. This seemed an 
undesirable condition of things. But, on the other hand, was 
it desirable, as respected the Society itself, that, with the 
fundamental laws as then existing, the clergy should univer- 
sally, and however numerous, become claimants upon it? 
Was it certain that if thus resorted to, the Society, under those 
law^s, would be able to pay the annuities contemplated by the 
scheme? Those laws (being the same, with slight alterations, 
under which the Society was still acting) had been made in 
the middle of the last century, and more or less after the 
model of schemes then recently organized in Great Britain ; 
schemes nearly all of which Dr. Price, an authority, as we 
liave signified; on such subjects, had long ago declared were 
illusory, and which our American author, Gordon, asserted 



* An eulogium upon the Hon. WiUiam Tilghman, late Chief Justice of 
Pennsylvania, by Horace Binney. Philadelphia, 1827. 

t See the constant appeals of Bishop White to his clergy as given in Mr. 
I^inney's Preface. 
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in 1772, " unless speedily regulated would be productive of 
much disappointment and calamity ;" opinions verified in 
many instances by results. The opinion of Dr. Price to su 
similar effect as regards these very laws had come down to 
the members of the Society by tradition from the year 1769. 
In this view of opposing difficulties — the difficulty, to wit, on 
the one hand, that the clergy profited but imperfectly of what 
might be a great benefit to them, and on the other, that if they 
did profit of it universally and in great numbers, and through 
continuous years, under its then existing rules, disaster might 
ensue to the corporation — the Society deemed it proper, after 
the recommendation of the Diocesan Convention of 1833, to 
take into consideration the matter of a revision of the laws. 
The subject was referred to a committee, of which the Hon. 
Horace Binney, who had been elected a member in 1831, was 
chairman, and the minutes contain a report obviously from 
his pen. It is full of wisdom in relation to the subject gener- 
ally, and the more deserving extract since the old laws of 1769 
and 1813 still remain, it is supposed, of force in two of the 
three States where they originally prevailed. We can offer 
here but portions. Remarking upon the fundamental laws 
themselves, Mr. Binney observes : 

Upon an examination of the fundamental laws, the}*^ are found 
to present, among others, the following results: 

1. That fifteen years' contribution, of a fixed sum, is all that is 
necessary to entitle the widow and children of a contributor to 
the largest annuity that the Corporation pays, and consequently, 
that no additional contribution is attended by any benefit to the 
contributor's family. 

2. That an annual contribution of such sum, during the life of 
the contributor, must nevertheless be made. 

3. That whether the wife of the contributor be, by reason of 
age or infirmity, a better or a worse life in any degree than that 
of her husband, the circumstance is of no moment. 

4. That the state of the contributor's health, or his age, when 
the contribution is begun, is of no consequence. 

6. That in case of a child or children surviving, as well as a 
widow, the widow's annuity must be reduced one-half, or two- 
thirds, whatever be the condition of the respective parties in 
point of age or otherwise; and, consequently, whatever be the 
particular expediency to the contrary. 
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6. That in case the widow marries again, her annuity is reduced 
to a moiety, although the maximum of the annuities as paid by 
the Corporation is one hundred and twenty dollars. 

T. That whatever be the age of tlie children the annuity is, so 
far as it regards them, always converted into an absolute payment 

for thirteen years 

The provisions referred to show that the fundamental laws of 
Iho Corporation have proceeded from mixed considerations, partly 
of x'ight and partly of general expediency, and have been greatly 
influenced by regarding the clerg3'man in the diocese as one family, 
hax^ing a common interest, among whom it was desirable to dis- 
tribute a common good, without any very nice adjustment of its 
amount in proportion to their probable contribution to it. The 
lahus have not been made with exclusive reference to the chances of life 
in ^CLch case. They have been affected b}' considerations, derived 
from the supposed general condition of clergymen during life, 
aucl of their families at their death, and by a desire to provide 
for these general circumstances. It is easy to perceive that, if 
exclusive reference be had to the chances of life in each case, the 
same rate -of contribution ought not to purchase the same de- 
ferred annuity in two eases, in one of which the contribution is 
begun by a husband at the age of fort^'-five, his wife being of the 
age of thirty, and in the other it is begun when both husband 
and wife are forty-five. It is also plain that the same annual 
contributions promise different values in return to two clergymen, 
one of whom has a wife and children, and the other a wife only, 
and that the degree of difference is affected by the number of 
children, the age of the wife, the age of the husband, and all other 
circumstances which affect a life interest. Whether it is the most 
judicious course to attempt to make a provision that will suit what 
may be deemed an average of the cases that occur, compelling every 
contributor either to renounce the benefits of the Corporation 
altogether, or to take them under all the disadvantages which 
the difference between his particular case and the average of cases 
niay occasion, would be perhaps a more difficult question, if ex- 
perience had not already settled it in one way. The fact is, that 
the plan of the Corporation has not been general)}' resorted to; 
and, therefore, we may suppose, has not been generally approved. 
3Ien commonly prefer, for the regulation of their pecuniary con- 
tracts, those rules which will give them the benefit of what is 
their own, and which will deprive them of no part of it for the 
purpose of giving it to somebod}'^ else ; and this, not because the 
disposition to do good to others does not exist, but that it does 
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not blend conveniently with matter of pecuniary contract. In 
contracts which make the returns at all dependent on the chances 
of life, the preference is, for this reason, given to those rules 
which measure them by that standard accurately, as applied to 
the particular case. A rule which promises the same annuity, 
in return for a life contribution, begun when tlie contributor's life 
is estimated as worth but fifteen years as for one that is begun 
when his life is estimated as worth thirty, and which promises 
that annuity without any refereuce to the greater or less age of 
the expected annuitant, may be very unequal in its particular 
operation, however convenient for the body of clergymen in a 
diocese. Those whom the rule of the Corporation does not favor 
in the same degree as others for want of some ingredient in their 
individual case, object to it, even though in the main it ma3'' be 
beneficial to them; and those whom it favors the most are di- 
verted from investigating its benefits, by learning that the returns 
are adjusted b}- general considerations that apply to some cases 
better than others. 

It may be presumed, however, that among the causes which 
have prevented a resort to the Corporation, the principal one is 
this. A contribution for fifteen years being as good as one for 
twice that term, there is an advantage given to postponement 
and a disadvantage visited upon an early contribution, the influ- 
ence of which few minds can resist. It is not because a contribu- 
tor, however soon he begins, has not a fair chance of getting an 
annuity fully equal to his contribution, but that his chance is not 
impaired in direct proportion to his delay, nor improved in the 
same proportion to his promptness, and particularly that the 
chance of some other, who begins at a later da}', is not as much 
worse as it is later in its origin. This circumstance seems to be 
a suflBcient reason with young clergymen, to put off their contri- 
butions to another time, and it is not singular that the example 
should affect those to whom the reason does not apply. The ex- 
ample of postponement is more seducing than that of immediate 
action, and what is put off or postponed in matters of life insur- 
ance is, in general, never done. In this way may be explained 
the fact that the Corporation has done so little in prosecution of 
the excellent design with which it was established. 

The committee, after reflecting upon the subject, incline then 
to think that the fundamental laws of the Corporation are not 
practically the best that can be adopted for clergymen and. their 
families, because they are not made with an exclusive reference 
to the chances of life in each case. If they are made with such 



I 




TDK PENlfSYLVANIA CORPORATION. 57 

a reference, they will enable a clergyman to secure to his family 
the advantages of his life, for its probable term, according to 
approved tables, and in so doing, the}' will enable him to pro- 
vide for every other circumstance of his case better, in general, 
than the Corporation can do it for him. Whether the provision 
shall embrace a widow only, or his children only, or one out of 
several of them ; whether it shall come in the shape of a deferred 
annuity, or of an endowment, and whether it shall assume that 
shape during his life, or the option is given to him of using the 
Corporation as a savings bank for his widow and children, and of 
disposing of the accumulation in their favor at his death, ai*e 
points which it seems best, in the present state of the world, to 
leave to the discretion of the individual concerned, and if the 
Corporation assists a clerg3'man of the diocese, in either of these 
modes to which his discretion shall incline him, it will do a great 
good, and probably the greatest good that it can in any way 
effect. 

With respect to the interests of the Society itself — which 
were, in fact, but the interests of the clergy and their families 
— it seemed to be a sufficient reason for a revision of the 
laws, that upon inquiry from men professionally conversant 
wnth the subject, it was found to be their opinion, confirma- 
tory of that already referred to as coming by tradition from Dr, 
Price, that these fundamental laws were constructed upon such 
principles, as in case of a large resort to the Society, would 
probably make its funds inadequate to the risks undertaken 
by it ; to say nothing of what was found also to be a fact, that 
the rate of interest upon which investments could be regu- 
larly made had become much lower than it was in 1769, when 
the still existing rate of annuity for the same rate of payment 
was promised. Looking thus at the whole matter, it was 
resolved so to alter the fundamental laws as to place the Cor- 
poration upon the footing of a life insurance and annuity com- 
pany, such as are in nearly universal use in all our large 
cities; and, moreover, in order to afford a still simpler form 
of profiting by it — one by which the savings of the clergy 
might be profitably accumulated for the benefit of their 
widows and children, or, if none, then of their legal repre- 
sentatives — to combine with the design of such an institution 
the principles of a Bank for Savings. 

5 
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And the fundamental laws were thus altered accordingly : 
The Company, now, therefore, allows the clergy to provide 
for their families, wives, and children, in three different ways : 

1. It grants annuities on the ordinary principles of annuity 
companies ; that is to say, the Corporation, in consideration 
of the punctual payment of an annual premium during life 
of any clergyman of the Church in the Diocese of Pennsyl- 
vania, or upon the payment of a larger sum at one time, will 
pay to his wife, in case she survives him, a corresponding an- 
nuity semi-annually, during life. 

2. It also grants endowments to the widows and children 
of clergymen ; that is to say, in consideration of the pay- 
ment of an annual premium, during the life of such clergy- 
man, it wdll pay, at his death, to his wife, or to all or any of 
his children, in case they shall respectively then be living, an 
endowment or certain sum of monej^ corresponding to the 
amount of the premium or payment; or an annuity to all or 
any of his children corresponding to the ages of the respective 
parties at the time of the death of the clergyman. 

3. It receives from any such clergyman, or from others^ in 
their behalf money on deposit, for accumulation, at compound 
interest; and, at his death, distributes the aggregate amount 
accumulated among his widow and children then living, and 
the issue of any deceased child or children, as he shall direct 
by any instrument in writing ; and equally, if he leaves no 
direction, the issue, in that case, to take only the share which 
their parent would have taken, if living; or any part of the 
whole amount accruing to the wndow, or to any child, may be 
converted, at her death, according to his direction, or at the 
option of the party, if he leaves no direction, into annuity or 
annuities, payable to his widow or such child for life. If the 
clergyman leaves neither widow nor child, nor the issue of any 
deceased child, the accumulation would be disposed of as he 
shall direct in writing, and in default of direction to his legal 
representative. 

4. It allows the vestry of any church, being a member of the 
Convention of the Diocese of Pennsylvania, to make deposits 
of money for the clergy of their respective churches, either 
for annuities, endowments, or accumulation. 
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The rates of premium, or of the gross sum to be paid for 
the annuities for endowments desired, are fixe^i by tables com- 
piled by one of the best companies of Philadelphia ; and along 
with the exact fundamental rules themselves, have been fre- 
quently printed for the use of clergymen desirous to profit of 
the advantages oftered. 

A law which, however, did but recognize a provision long 
before existing, and a practice long before acted upon,* and 
combining both the principle of contract and bounty, was 
made, that after all the charges of the year against the Cor- 
poration had been paid or provided for, so much of any surplus, 
interest, or profit as the corporatoi's should then see fit should 
be added to the funds, and the remainder, if any, should " be 
applied as the Corporation shall think just to increase the an- 
nuities, endowments, and other payments made by the Corpo- 
ration." And a new committee, called the Acting Committee, 
was now constituted, to be composed of five members, any 
three of whom should have authority to represent the Corpo- 
ration, by making contracts and affixing the public seal thereto, 
ordering payments in performance of them by the treasurer, 
receiving and investing deposits, and in doing other matters 
arising under the new fundamental laws relating to annuities. 
The office of Actuary was created, for the purpose of having 
a person to make the necessary calculations of annuities, en- 
dowments, and interests on deposits. And the old fundamental 
laws were repealed, except as to existing contracts. The Hon. 
Horace Binney, along with Messrs. Thomas Hale, James S. 
Smith, John Read, and Samuel Hazlehurst were appointed 
this acting committee, and Mr. Stevenson, well remembered 
yet by many as the faithiul treasurer of the city of Philadel- 
phia, the actuary. Mr. Hale being about the same time com- 
pelled, from declining health, to resign the office of treasurer, 
which he had held with great advantage to the Society for 
twenty-one years, Horace Binney, Jr., Esq., was appointed to 
that responsible post. 

The Society pursued, after this date, its business with great 
regularity, in all the new forms allowed bj^ the new laws. But 
everything having proceeded in lines w^ell defined and care- 
fully followed, we have now few incidents to record. 

* See Mr. Binney's Preface to the Fundamental Laws, 1851, p. 6. 
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In the summer of 1836, amidst the profound respect of the 
whole community in which, during a long life, he had lived, 
and for the space of fifty-five years had proclaimed the truths 
of the ever blessed gospel, on Sundaj^, July 17th, "as the 
hour of noon approached when the prayers of various Epis- 
copal congregations through several Dioceses had but just 
gone up to heaven in intercessions for him," the venerable 
president of the Society, Bishop White, departed this life. 
He was eighty-eight years, three months, and thirteen days 
old, had been a member of this Society for sixty-three years, 
its president for forty-seven, and with the rarest exceptions, 
present at its meetings from the year 1771 ; many of them 
having been held in his own study. His charges and letters 
are full of evidences of his regard for its welfare, and for the 
right devotion of its funds, and we know from many sources 
how carefully he guarded all its interests. 

The Corporation, at the annual meeting next succeeding his 
death, resolved unanimously, 

That there should be entered on its minutes an expression of 
the high sense entertained by it, not only of his excellency as a 
man, a Christian, and a bishop, but of his amenity as a colleague, 
of his faithfulness as a president, and of his activity and vigilance 
in securing the property of the Corporation after the Revolution, 
and in watching over its interests until the period of his lamented 
death. 

Resolutions upon the death of members are, in most socie- 
ties of this day and of our country so usual as to have little 
value, even in cases where most sincere with the authors of 
them, and best deserved by the departed in whose honor they 
are passed. Their value in the present instance is testified to 
by the fact, that although founders and benefactors, and 
oflicers of every grade had been departing in nearly every 
year since 1769 from among the living, no resolutions of the 
sort had ever before been passed by this Society since the 
foundation of it, then a term of sixty-seven years. On the 
death of Bishop White, the Rt. Rev. Henry Ustick Ouder- 
donk, D.D., became president of the Corporation. 

The powers given by this charter to the Corporation, it has 
been already observed by us, were confined to the relief of 
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the widmcs and children of clergymen of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and did 
not embrace the relief of such clergymen themselves. In 
1835, two ladies of the Church, Miss Margaret and Miss 
Catharine Yeates, of Lancaster, having each given to Messrs. 
Binnej'', the eldest, James S. Smith, and J. R. IngersoU, §1000 
apiece, which they had deposited in the hands of Bishop 
White for the benefit of a specified class of the clergy ; and 
it being supposed that other persons might make donations 
for the relief of clergymen, the Legislature of Pennsylvania, 
by an act of March 7th, 1837, gave the Corporation power 
" to take, receive, and hold donations by will, or otherwise, 
from any person or persons, in trust for the benefit, relief, and 
support of any clergyman or clergymen in the communion of 
the said Church, and to execute the trust and trusts which 
have been or may be declared in regard to the same." The 
fund given by the Misses Yeates was, accordingly, by their 
consent and under authority given in the act, transferred to 
this Corporation, which now executes the trust declared by 
its pious donors in regard to it, and which stands ready to 
receive and hold donations by will or otherwise for the benefit 
of any clergyman, and to execute trusts in their favor. " The 
Committee on Trusts," composed in its first organization of 
Messrs. James S. Smith, Tobias Wagner, and William Chal- 
oner, was now devised, whose duty it should be to superintend 
the execution of the trust created by the Misses Yeates, and 
of any similar ones thereafter to be declared, and who should 
have power, in conjunction with the treasurer, to take orders 
for the investment of the trust funds, the receipt of the in- 
terest or income, and the appropriation thereof, according to 
the trusts. 

Thus, though the excellent design of Archbishop Tenni- 
son, in 1715, was arrested at the time, and in its model form 
and shape never took, nor can now take effect, it is here, in 
its general purpose, revived, and seems, through the organs 
of this Society now, in our day, and in days which shall suc- 
ceed it, to have a prospect of a beneficent completion.* 

While for the relief of the widows and children of the clergy, 

* This fund amounts now (May, 1869) to above $4000. 
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the munificence and prudence of a former day have sufficiently 
provided, this new capacity of the Corporation to execute trusts 
for the relief of the clergy themselves, strongly invites the 
liberality of the piously disposed of our own and future times. 
It remains to mention the long-continued services of the 
Rev. Jackson Kemper, D.D., of the Rev. William Heathcote 
Delancey, D.D., and of the Rev. Jehu Curtis Clay, D.D., suc- 
cessively secretaries of the Corporation ; fourteen years of ser- 
vice of the first having terminated only with his removal from 
the diocese to Connecticut, in 1831, on his election as rector of 
St. Paul's Church, Norwalk, some time previous to his conse- 
cration to the great work in the West, wherewith his name is 
first associated ; the charge of the sefcond ending but by his 
elevation to the Episcopate in 1839 ; and that of the last, after 
nearly twenty-five years of devotion, only by the indisposition 
which preceded his death. With mention of these must be 
connected a record yet more special, of the useful offices of 
Mr. Horace Binney, Jr., in the more responsible place of 
treasurer of the Corporation. These were freely and most 
faithfully and advantageously given, from 1836 till 1854, when 
the funds of the Corporation, notwithstanding its uninter- 
mitted justice and liberality, having increased from $54,000 
to §137,000, and the business of the Corporation become pro- 
portionately burdensome, it was thought unreasonable longer 
to ask of any gentleman a devotion to its interests, which ex- 
acted so much labor and absorbed so much time, without some 
compensation. And a salary was now attached to the office 
of treasurer. Mr. Binney, Jr., who, by the unanimous voice 
of the Corporation, would have been re-elected to his former 
place had he been willing to hold it in its new conditions, now 
declined further election, and profited of a relief from bis 
long and useful service to visit Europe. The minutes contain 
an appropriate entry thus : 

The following resolutions, offered by P. McCall, Esq , were 
unanimously adopted : 

Besolved^ That the trustees have learned, with much regret, the 
determination of Mr. Horace Binney, Jr., to decline a re-election 
to the office of treasurer, the duties of which he has discharged 
for eighteen years without pecuniary compensation, with faith- 
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fulness and accuracy, which have grcatly promoted the interests 
of the Corporation, and merit the warmest thanks of the trustees. 
Besolved^ That tlie trustees entertain a just appreciation of the 
important services which Mr. Binncy has rendered in his capacity 
of treasurer, and tliey hereby tender to him their grateful ac- 
knowledgments of the same, and desire him to carry with liim, 
in liis contemplated visit to tlie Old World, Iheir cordial wishes 
for his health and happiness. 

A gentleman, the son of a respected and useful member, 
but not himself then or since a member, was appointed to 
the office. He continues to hold it now that the century of 
our existence is complete. While declining a place in the 
Society to which pecuniary emolument was attached, Mr. 
Binney, Jr., has not the less devotedly served the Society in 
offices of other kinds. On its acting committee, on its com- 
mittee of trusts, and, indeed, in all departments of useful 
labor, his interest and his efficiency have continued unabated 
to this day ; now thirty-four years from his first connection 
with the body. No better wish can be had for it than that 
they may be still much longer continued. 

On the 6th of December, 1858, respected by men whose re- 
spect was an irrefragable testimony to his virtues, departed this 
life the Rt. Rev. Henry Ustick Onderdonk, second bishop of 
the Diocese and late president of this Corporation. His min- 
istry, — until his consecration on the 25th of October, 1827, by 
the hands of the holy White, assisted by Hobart, and Kemp, 
and Croes, and Bowen, who united in the solemn act, — having 
been passed away from the Diocese of Pennsylvania, his rela- 
tions to the Society, unlike those of his venerable predecessor, 
were not begun in youth ; nor had opportunities been afforded 
him, by its necessities, to serve it in the same important way. 
But from the time of his election to membership in it, in 
May, 1831, till the close of his life, he was rarely absent from 
its meetings, and never inditferent to its welfare. He took 
great interest in its action, and joined heartily in the impor- 
tant measures which, during his presidency, gave to it that 
new vigor and stability, of which the clergy in this day reap, 
as we may hope that those of future days will continue to reap 
the benefits. Followed by mourners numerous and true, his 
remains were interred in the churchyard of St. James the 
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Less, where a monument was erected over them by his friends, 
citizens of the city where he lived, who vied with each other 
thus to testify their aftection for his memory. The following 
resolutions, passed unanimously at the meeting of the Corpo- 
ration next succeeding his death, presents to us the only his- 
toric event of the meeting of that year : 

Besolved^ Thsit the trustees deem it fitting, on this occasion, to 
record their sense of tiie loss wliich they have sustained hy the 
decease of their late colleague, the Rt. Rev. Henry U. Onderdonk. 

Besolved^ That the extraordinary vigor of intellect, the profound 
learning, and varied ability, which distinguished this eminent di- 
vine, and rendered him one of the greatest lights of the American 
Church, claim our grateful admiration. 

Beaoloed^ That while we record our admiration of the mental 
endowments, which for so many years were consecrated by Bisliop 
Onderdonk to the cause of true religion and the interests of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, we cannot withhold the tribute of 
our respect to tiie Christian graces which adorned his character ; 
and, in an especial manner, our sj^mpathy for the humility and 
submission with which he sustained the trials which clouded the 
evening of his valuable life. 

We must not conclude our history of the singular prudence, 
justice, and regularity by which the administration of this 
Corporation has been marked, without recording also certain 
provisions of consideration for the clergy which its solid 
wealth enabled it to adopt in 1868 ; a suitable memorial and 
auspice with which to enter on the second century of its ex- 
istence. 

In the meeting on the oth of May of the year just named, 
the Hon. Peter McCall, chairman of the Acting Committee, 
submitted in behalf of that committee, composed at the time 
of himself, Horace Binney, Jr., G. M. Wharton, R. R. Mont- 
gomery, and Ellis Yarnall, Esqs., a unanimous report, and 
which makes an event in the corporate history. It is marked 
by the utmost sympathy for the trials of our clergy, arising 
from the limited salaries which they so often receive, and by 
a desire to enable them, notwithstanding this parsimony of 
the world, to provide from even such incomes for their widows 
and children. We can give but an extract. It thus opens : 
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The pecuniary prosperity of the Corporation continues to 
increase. After payment of $200 legal obligations, $2205 gratui- 
tous bounty, and of all expenses, tlie net surplus added to our 

assets is $13,503^^0. 

The amount of income derived from tlie payment of pre- 
miums on policies of endowment and a quintuple annuity is only 
$1283^^'^, siiowing how little we now depend upon that source 
of revenue. 

Our first duty is to do our utmost within reasonable and legal 
limits for the benefit of the clergy now connected with us, by 
lightening of their annual burdens. 

In the present state of our annual surplus the amount of the 
legal claim under the policy becomes a less and less important 
subject of consideration. The wants of the widow and orphans 
of the clergyman are now the first element in our adjustment of 
the gratuitous payment on a death claim. 

The committee, therefore, recommended the adoption of 
the following resolutions : 

Besolved^ That the treasurer be, and he is hereby instructed, 
on receiving tlie premiums on policies of endowments, payable 
during the year, beginning this day, to return to such of the 
holders thereof, as will then have made two consecutive pay- 
ments, five per cent, of the premium then payable ; and to such 
of the holders as will then have made three consecutive pay- 
ments, ten per cent. 
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JResolved, That the Corporation hereby authorizes the acting 
committee, at any time after two annual payments shall have 
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been made, on a policy of endowment, to accept the snrrender 
thereof while the policy remains in force, and to issne to the 
holder in lieu thereof an equivalent paid-up policy, such as would 
be purchased by a sum not exceeding in amount the sum of the 
premiums theretofore paid, together with the net interest earned 
b}' the Corporation upon them. 

Besolved, That the acting committee is hereby authorized to 
issue, on behalf of the Corporation, policies of endowment on the 
ten year plan, adopting in their calculations of the annual pre- 
miums, the tables of rates lately issued by the '' Mutual Life In- 
surance Company of New York," and herewith submitted. 

And on motion, the same were, after consideration, unani- 
mously adopted. 

Such, I believe, is a sketch of this Society, now justly en- 
titled to the addition of " venerable." 

The list of members of the aggregate Corporation embmces 
the names of the most honorable men in almost every profes- 
sion, and of men high in social estimation, not professionally 
engaged, alike in New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and New York, 
whether under their royal or under their republican admin- 
istration. And the Corporation in Pennsylvania has not, in its 
separated form, proved unworthy of its earlier and associated 
history. 

The names of Seabury, White, Provoost, Benjamin and 
Richard Channing Moore, Croes, Kemper, Henry Ustick 
Onderdonk, McCoskrey, Upfold, Odenheimer, and Wister 
Morris, are among the bishops of our Church. Those of Dr. 
Bird Wilson, and Dr. Benjamin Dorr, stand hardly less emi- 
nent as having refused to take upon them that awful title. 
While the list of clerical members generally is filled with the 
names of those who, in other orders of the ministry, have edi- 
fied and made perfect the Church. 

Among the statesmen and magistrates of our nation, who 
have actively participated in the councils of this body, stand 
the names of Alexander Hamilton and John Jay ; Hamilton, 
who "smote the rock of the national resources, and abundant 
streams of revenue gushed forth ; who touched the dead 
corpse of the public credit, and it sprung upon its feet;" 
Jay, the pure, the disinterested, the patriotic; upon whom, 
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"when fell the spotless ermine of the judicial robe, it touched 
nothing less spotless than itself." 

Among the eminent judges of Pennsylvania, who were its 
members, have been Benjamin Chew, Edward Shippen, and 
William Tilghman, successively chief justices of this Prov- 
ince or State; with Francis Hopkinson, and Richard Petei'S, 
administrators of the public or national jurisprudence. John 
Stevens, of New Jersey, stands eminent in the history of bold 
and useful undertaking, rewarded and finished by perfect suc- 
cess. In the law, beginning in the very origin of the Society 
^ith the names of Galloway and John Ross, and coming 
through a long list of able lawyers devoted to its welfare, the 
century concludes with that of the venerable Horace Binney, 
the eldest, with which it may well be content to terminate for 
this century its list. Sixteen years ago, A. D. 1854, after a 
service by him, not then short, when this eminent lawyer had 
'BUcb passed the age of three score and ten years, the (yorpo- 
J^tion thus unanimously expressed its sense of his active use- 
fulness and advantageous councils : 

Resolved ^ That the members of this Corporation deem it due to 

the Hon. Horace Biniie}', to record, on their minutes, the high 

^ense which tiiey entertain of his able, faithful, and long-contin- 

*'cci services, in behalf of tiie Corporation. To him, in a great 

'^^asure, is to be ascribed ti»e increased interest now evinced in 

^"^ Institution, by tiiose wiio, although they belonged to the class 

't w^is fouud to benefit, delayed or declined to avail themselves of 

^^^ advantages, and looked with indifference upon its progress. 

Such is no longer the case, and the members believe that the 

^'^atige may be mainly ascribed to Mr. Binne}'. At his sugges- 

^^n, and under his direction as chairman of the acting com- 

y^^tee, the fundamental by-laws were revised, and materiall}^ 

*^ proved, and the 83'stem of deposits on interest was established. 

■^ '^e publication of these, with a Preface written by Mr. Binney, 

^^^'riished a histor}' of the origin of the Corporation, from its es- 

^t>lishnient, in 1769, its progress, and the advantage it offered to 

*S and, in many instances, had afforded to the families of clergy- 

r^^ti of this Diocese. It removed prejudice and created interest. 

^r such services, the grateful acknowledgments of the members 

*^ justl}' due to Mr. Binne3^ They are now expressed, ami this 

^Cord made, because he has intimated his wish no longer to 

^^ntinue a member of the Acting Committee. 
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To this wish, however reluctantl}', tlie members cannot refuse 
to accede, but they do so with the hope that for many years 
to come they ma}' still have the benefit of his experience, his 
sound judgment, and his advice. 

The pious hope of the Society has been graciously granted, 
and thus, after having for forty years given to the Co ypo ration, 
most disinterestedly, the benefit of his great wisdom and ex- 
perience, and been the originator, exponent, and administra- 
tor of the scheme, under which, with immense capacity for 
usefulness and equal foundation of strength, it now exists, he 
still, in his 91st year, continues, providentially, its vigilant 
and trusted adviser and friend. 

I forbear to set out ostentatiously the many names eminent 
in the social history of the Colonies and the Republic. The 
list of our earlier members discloses them all ; and shows 
that there were few persons eminent in such history, in either 
of the three Provinces or States, who were not members of 
this Society, if members of the Church at all. Some of them 
were "leaders of the people by their counsels;" and some of 
them " rich men, furnished with ability, living peaceably in 
their habitations." Some have left a name behind them, 
" that their praises might be reported ;" and some have now 
" no memorial," and are " perished, as though they had never 
been" — but all alike were " honored in their generation, and 
the glory of their times." 

In the hundred years which have passed since the original 
Society was incorporated, the roll presents the names of near 
250 members. Many of them have performed, for years, great, 
laborious, and responsible service. But not one, that I have 
heard of, has ever asked or has ever been willing to receive 
one cent of compensation; and, by a rule of the Society, re- 
citing this honorable fact, it is now ordained that no member, 
for any service rendered, ever shall. 

The Society has proved of signal benefit in the cases of 
numerous families of the clergy departed this life. They have 
invariably received all that their fathers or husbands con- 
tracted for. In the earlier history of the body its contracts, 
as we have noted, were based upon a scheme so much more 
for the interests of the clergy who should first come upon the 
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fund than of the fund itself, that nothing but accidental facts 
and the fact that the Society was continually asking and con- 
tinually receiving donations, saved it from disaster. But even 
then the families of the clergy subscribing received great addi- 
tions from the surplus; as ex.gr.^in one case where the Society 
paid to one family, for thirteen years, $400 a year, w^here the 
sum contracted for was but $80. Since 1835, when the Society 
was placed on a safer basis, the same liberal administration 
has prevailed, and the family of one clergyman, who recently 
insured his life for $100, by making a single payment of 
§49.52, which compounded at the rate of five per cent, to the 
date of his death, amounted to but $68.14, has received an 
annual payment of $500. In the same way the child of a de- 
ceased clergyman, who had paid for two years $8 a year, re- 
ceives lately over and above all that she was lawfully entitled 
to claim, an annual sum of $200 by way of bounty. These 
s.re but three instances of many. In no instance through the 
"whole century, as we learn from a recorded statement given 
Tjs by the oldest member of the body, has the Corporation 
enforced a forfeiture against any person whatever. It has 
allowed the contributors to change from one form of contract 
"to another, where the by-laws permitted, and it has cancelled 
cjontracts where the pecuniary interests of the Corporation 
opposed it.* The whole administration of the concerns of the 
Oorporation has been, for the entire century, as much distin- 
guished by liberality as by prudence and by justice. What 
liigher praise can be given to the administration of any cor- 
j)oration intrusted with interests like those of this ! 

A strange indisposition is said to have prevailed among a 
:few of the clergy to contracting with this Society, because the 
xates of some secular societies, for an agreement by them to 
j)ay the same sum as this Society contracts to pay, are lower 
"than in this Corporation. 

To this it is one answer that the rates of no society equally 
solid are lower ; nor, as the trustees of this Corporation be- 
lieve, of any society — irrespective of comparisons — which is 
"to be deemed certainly solid ; solid against all contingencies. 
—And that the rates of this Society are as low as persons pro- 

* See Mr. Binney's Preface, p. 25. 



70 HISTORICAL SKETCH, ETC. 

fessionally acquainted with rates of mortality in this country 
deem safe for the Company to contract upon. Some remarks 
of Mr. Binney* on this subject have irresistible force : 

"The parties to be protected are widows and children, after 
the termination of the life upon which their support and main- 
tenance under God depended. Disappointment, if it ensued, is to 
fall upon them. No person worthy of membership in such a Cor- 
poration could give iiis consent to the adoption of any scheme 
which would Matter the living and disappoint their helpless fami- 
lies. The country is full of schemes of this nature. There is an 
underbidding of rates going on in the communit}'^ to attract busi- 
ness from one insurance office to another. Mutual insurance 
companies have, in some instances, sprung up, promising a bonus 
from time to time to the insured, and sometimes giving it, and 
this may be so done as to leave the burden of the future, the result 
of the average of many years, to be borne by those whose claims 
are to become consummate in the future. These are speculative 
schemes with which this Corporation has never had, and while 
it shall be conscientiously managed, never will have any connec- 
tion. If clergymen of the Church see fit to participate in them, 
the wa}^ is open to them as it is to everybody ; but, however, such 
plans of insurance ma}^ be made palatable to persons who insure 
for their present gain, they are, when wild and insecure in their 
promises or the management of the companies, strange plans for 
clergymen who insure for their widows and children." 

Another answer is, that beyond the sum contracted for 
and received in each year, as of strictest right, the surplus 
income above what it is thought but prudent to add to the 
capital for extraordinary needs is, by fundamental rule, ap- 
plied, "as the Corporation shall think just, to increase the an- 
nuities, endowments, and other payments, made by the Cor- 
poration ;" and that thus, with the large existing surplus, the 
parties for whose benefit the contract is made, will almost cer- 
tainly receive more — perhaps vastly more — than their contract 
calls for by its terms ; profits in this Society not going, as in 
most secular ones, as dividends to stockholders, but all inur- 
ing in reality to the advantage of the persons to be provided 
for under its contracts. 

* Mr. Biimey*s Preface. 
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But the indisposition still prevails, perhaps because this re- 
mainder of surplus is to be so applied as the Corporatioii shall 
think just. And this has been thowght, perhaps, to be the 
reception of alms. It is difficult to perceive how that can be 
the reception of alms which the family of any person receives 
only because himself, or his ancestor, or relative, or friend, has 
paid for it, and which no one ever has got, or ever can get, 
unless some one has paid for it; or why a matter of fair ex- 
pectation cannot be as much the subject of contract as a mat- 
ter of positive payment. The legal power of the directors, 
in distributing the surplus, is, to be sure, an absolute one 
with the directors, but, as remarked in the pamphlet from 
which we so often quote,* "it is efficiently controlled against 
all abuse by their characters, their moral duty, and their re- 
sponsibility to public opinion." " The same objection," the 
pamphlet rightly observes, " holds to every gratuitous con- 
tribution made by a vestry to a clergyman of the Church, be- 
yond his stipulated salary — to every increase of the bishop's 
support by the churches, or by individual gift, to the Yeates 
fund held by the Corporation, to the Christmas fund, insti- 
tuted by the vote of Convention, and, in fine, to all voluntary 
contributions that in any way tend to increase the revenues 
of the clergy. It would be quite a new occurrence to find 
any part of such contributions rejected, because they are not 
demandable by the legal contract. Such an occurrence, in 
the case of any of their annuitants, has not happened in the 
history of this Corporation ; and it ought to obviate the objec- 
tion to persons the most sensitive, that the members of the 
Corporation do not administer their own bounty, but the very 
moderate bounty of a former age, successfully accumulated 
through a course of years by the fidelity and gratuitous care 
of the successive managers of the trust. It is not their own 
gift that they administer, nor hardly the gift of any one, but 
it is the large accumulation of originally a very small gift." 

The objection spoken of could be understood did it come 
from clergymen in opulent circumstances — to which some cler- 
gymen, contractors with this Society, have happened to arrive 
after making their contracts with it, though not in such cir- 

* Mr. Binuey's Preface, 25. 
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cumstanees before — and who, if governed by worldly motives, 
would wish to demand, as a right, an equal division among all 
contractors, of the surplus profits, and so further to enrich 
their own families, left already rich by them, at the expense 
of the poorer families of their less fortunate brethren. But 
as coming from the clergy generally, or from any clergymen 
not rich, needing the benefits of the Society, and interested 
to obtain for their own families all that can be given with a 
just regard to other families no better situated, the objection 
is difficult to understand. It is, in truth, one with no force 
whatever. 



1889. 

Twenty years have elapsed since the foregoing pages were 
penned by the skilful hand of our accomplished colleague 
John William Wallace. In the history of the Corporation 
they have been very eventful years. He, himself, the graceful 
writer, the learned scholar, the able and industrious historian, 
who, in knowledge of the- colonial and post-revolutionary 
annals of our Church, was second to none, has passed away. 

During this time also the corporation has lost the illustrious 
man, whose praise he so lovingly dwells on in this sketch ; 
who died at the great age of ninety-five years and six months, 
in perfect possession of all his faculties. 

His eminent successors in the presidential ojffice, Peter 
McCall (1875-1880), and John Welsh (1881-1886): those 
earnest, intelligent, and beloved members of the Acting Com- 
mittee, George H. Kirkham, P. Pemberton Morris, and 
Richard R. Montgomery: and the venerable and revered 
Thomas Robins, Peter Williamson, and Charles Willing : 
all of these after rendering most valuable and eflBcient counsel 
and service have been removed from their sphere of labor. 

Mr. Binney was, indeed, as he has well been termed, the 
second founder of the Corporation, and it is eminently proper 
:hat a few lines should be here devoted to his memory. 

In 1870 Mr. Binney was elected President of the Corpora- 
:ion (the office having been vacant since Bishop Potter's death 
n 1865), and was re-elected annually until 1874. At the an- 
lual meeting in May of that year the following letter from 
xim was presented and read : 
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Philadelphia, May 5, 1874. 
To the Corporation for the Relief of Widows and Children of 
Clergymen of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the Common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania now holding its annual session. 

Gentlemen : 

I resign my place and trust as a member of the Corporation ; 
and it is not without regret that I cease to take part in the ad- 
ministration of so noble an institution, and an association with its 
members so worthy of my respect, for the promotion of its benev- 
olent design. But there is not a particle of complaint in this re- 
gret. I am happy to have been for so many years a member of 
the Corporation, uniting with you in the impartial and faithful 
administration of its trusts, and I yield with entire resignation 
and submission to the demands of old age, which disable^ me from 
performing with any eflSciency the duties that I assume b}- con- 
tinuing in the trust. 

Respectfully and affectionately, 

Your friend, 

HOR. BiNNEY. 

When the following resolution was unanimously adopted : 
Eesolved^ That the trustees do most earnestly and respectfully 
urtre their revered associate and President the Hon. Horace 
Binney to withdraw the resignation this day sent in to them, and 
to permit them still to enjoy his wise counsels and ever ready 
help ; and they very gladl}'' embrace this occasion to express to 
him once more their warm affection and deep veneration ; and to 
remind themselves of the obligations the Corporation and those 
who enjoy its benefits are under to him, whose fostering care and 
judicious management have brought it to its present great effi- 
ciency. 

Mr. Binney withdrew his resignation, but positively re- 
fused to serve as president after the current year, declaring 
that he could not hold an office the duties of which he was 
not able to perforra. Accordingly in deference to his wishes 
a successor was chosen in May, 1875. His own death occurred 
three months afterwards. 

A special meeting of the Corporation was called as soon- 
after his decease as possible, of which the following is the 
official record: 

At a special meeting of the Corporation, at the Vestry- 
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room of St. Peter's Church, on Monday, September 20, 1875, 
convened to take suitable action upon the decease of its late 
venerable President, the Hon. Horace Binney, the following 
preamble and resolutions were unanimously adopted: 

The Corporation ow^es so much to the wise .counsels and 
life-long interest in its welfare of Mr. Binney, that the mem- 
bers have come together at the earliest practicable moment 
after his decease to express their deep sense of the loss they 
and the whole community have met with. 

Mr. Binney's connection with the institution, ceasing only 
with his life, began in 1831. His vast knowledge, legal 
acumen, wisdom, and forethought were at once elicited in its 
behalf, and* through his advice and influence that material 
change was made in our fundamental laws to which, under 
God, our present great prosperity is owing. 

By the force of circumstances shut out too soon from the 
counsels of the iifation and the State ; shut out too soon, alas ! 
also, from the counsels of the Church, his aid was still ready 
whenever invoked for private or for public needs. 

But it was the happy fortune of this Corporation never to 
have been without his help; never to have been separated 
from his interest ; never to have been absent from his thought. 
The Report of 1833, the Preface of 1851, the Resolutions of 
1872, are from his pen. 

It was but last May that we unwillingly acceded to his re- 
peated request, and while retaining him as a member, lost 
him as our President. 

Temperate in all things, he kept his physical strength far 
beyond the ordinary length of life, and his mental vigor to 
the end. 

Prudence, forethought, watchful heed, power to endure 
misconception, and to bide his time and wait for events to 
justify and approve his action or advice; strength to abhor 
evil, or what had the appearance of evil, and to hold fast to 
the just and right, no matter what the temptation of present 
gain, or ease, or applause; these were his characteristics. 
And he added a faith unswerving, a hope undulled, a love un- 
sullied to that Master whom he served with no half service 
for well-nigh fivescore years. 

When he shall hand back the talents intrusted to him, and 
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shall say, " Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents ; be- 
hold, I have gained besides them five talents more," will it 
not be answered, " Well done, good and faithful servant, enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord" ? 

Resolved^ That in Horace Binney the Corporation has lost 
its wisest friend, its most prudent counsellor, its most stead- 
fast advocate. Spared to us for all these years, and gathered 
now, a ripe, rich sheaf, full and plenteous, into the Lord's 
garner, we mourn as those possessed of a sure and certain 
hope, yet as for one whose place never can be filled, whose 
loss never can be made up. 

Hesoloed^ That we tender to the distressed family of Mr« 
Binney the expression of our respectful and heartfelt sym- 
pathy in their bereavement. 

Resolved^ That the Secretary be requested to convey to the 
family of Mr. Binney a copy of these resolutions and the 
preamble. 

P. McCall, 

President. 

James M. Aertsen, 

Secretary. 



With all these personal changes the policy of the Corpora- 
tion has not changed. It has quietly followed on the lines 
laid out for it in 1835 by Mr. Binney ; and every year has 
borne testimony to the wisdom of this course. Every year 
the assets have increased in value, the number of those who 
can see the advantage of insurance is greater, the sums given 
away as gratuities are larger in amount. 

What Mr. Wallace in 1869 spoke of with enthusiasm as its 
" immense capacity for usefulness and equal foundation of 
strength" has in these twenty years nearly doubled. What 
was a little less than $300,000 when he wrote is now almost 
$600,000. Th^ money given away to widows and orphans, 
by the Report of 1869, was $4100 ; at the May meeting this 
year the distribution ordered was $11,000. 

At page 65 of Mr. Wallace's pamphlet he quotes a passage 
from the Report of the Acting Committee of 1868 as follows : 
" Our first duty is to do our utmost within reasonable and 
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legal limits for the benefit of the clergy now connected with 
ns by lightening of their annual burdens." 

Acting on this suggestion, the Corporation, as noted on the 
sanle page, made the low rates of 1835 still lower by allowing 
a discount on the- second payment, which discount grew 
larger and larger, as years rolled on, with each annual pay- 
ment. But as this plan also seemed to be misunderstood and 
led to some confusion, in 1876 the rates were summarily re- 
duced 25 per cent, and were fixed as they have since remained. 
If the Corporation were only a life insurance company, with 
the limited business it necessarily does (twelve new policies 
were issued during the year, and it is considered a " good" 
year), these rates could not possibly be maintained. But the 
Corporation having a very large surplus, it is believed that it 
can with perfect safety to the insured carry on its business on 
these terms. The sole object of making the rates so low is to 
induce the clergy to come in and enjoy the benefits ; for the 
object of the Corporation is one of pure beneficence. It was 
founded to help the widows and children of clergymen ; and 
its sole business was and is to help them. If the clergy will 
give it an opportunity to do their families good, it will not 
fail of using this privilege. 

By a comparison with the mtes charged by those two very 
large and successful companies. The Xew York Mutual and 
the Equitable, it will be at once seen that the ofter made to 
the clergy of Pennsylvania is exceptional. For an insurance 
of $1000 there is charged annually for life — 



Age. N 

30 
40 
50 
60 



Y. Mutual. Equitable. Corporation. 

$23 30 $22 70 $18 30 

32 20 31 30 24 30 

48 50 47 18 34 00 

79 90 77 63 54 30 



But there is another feature in the mode of doing business 
by the Corporation which is to be considered. It has long 
been the custom, and there seems to be no reason whv it 
should change, to present at the annual May meeting a paid- 
up policy to those clergymen who have paid regularly their 
annual premiums for about fifteen years, and thus relieve them 
from any further burden. A more correct comparison would 
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therefore be with the rates charged by the above companies on 
the fifteen-year plan, viz : 



^ge. 


N. Y. Mutual. 


Equitable. 


Corporation. 


30 


. $36 60 


$35 76 


$18 30 


40 


. 46 50 


45 33 


24 30 


60 


. 62 50 


60 91 


34 00 


60 


. 90 00 


88 19 


54 30 



At page 69 Mr. Wallace speaks of the benefits derived by 
the families of certain specified clergymen from the distribu- 
tion of the surplus. Many such instances could be added. 
One especially suggests itself. It is the case of the first 
clergyman who took out an insurance under the new rules. 

The first entry in the minute book of the Acting Com- 
mittee, made by the venerable chairman in his usual accurate 
and careful manner, is — 

" The two following memoranda of insurances of endowments 
made by the Corporation by order of the Acting Committee, are 
made from the most authentic materials that the Chairman of the 
Acting Committee has been able to obtain, they having been made 
without any formal minute at the time, during his absence in 
Europe." 

This entry shows how new and untried the whole proceed- 
ing was, and it waited for the master hand to direct, order, 
and arrange. Mr. Binney held the post of chairman for 19 
years, handing it over to a successor, Peter McCall, trained in 
his school, and after holding it for 16 years he in turn trans- 
ferred it to one, whose loss is still fresh, Richard R. Mont- 
gomery. 

The first memorandum of the two mentioned in the above 
quotation is : 

"May 18, 183t. The Rev. applies for an en- 
dowment of one thousand dollars, to be paid or appropriated six 
months after his death in the manner following : ' To his wife or 
to all or any of his children in such manner as he shall by his last 
will and testament direct and appoint, and for want of such ap- 
pointment then among the same in such manner as the intestate 
laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania would provide if lie 
had died possessed of the said one thousand dollars.' 

The committee in consideration of a present payment of thirty 
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^-^jf dollars, and of the same amount to be paid on or before the 
nineteenth day of May in each and every 3'ear during the life of 

tiie said , agree to insure the sum of one thousand 

dollars, etc. etc." 

For thirty-one years the reverend gentleman faithfully ful- 
filled his share of the contract, and no matter what struggle 
it cost him paid punctually his annual dues. He fell asleep 
on the 3d of May, 1868. It was now the part of the Corpo- 
ration to do its share. The one thousand dollars was at once 
transmitted to the widow and children, and at the instance of 
the Acting Committee, as proposed by Horace JSinney, Jr., 
both in Committee and in the Board, a further sum of fifteen 
hundred dollars was voted to the bereaved family. It was 
almost the last act of that lamented an<l most excellent Chris- 
tian gentleman in the Corporation, whose aftairs he had for 
so many years carefully guided and guarded, both as treasurer 
and as a member of the Acting Committee. 

Xot only was this liberal gift made at that time, but for 
twenty years the widow and daughters of the devoted clergy- 
man have received a large annual gratuity, reaching this year, 
owing to special needs, the sum of eight hundred dollars. 

Another case may be mentioned. An aged clergyman, on 
his death-bed, said to his wife, " My dear, I have nothing to 
leave you but my policy of endowment in the old Corporation 
in Philadelphia. They will take care of you." Ilis trust 
was not misplaced. Until her decease his exemplary widow 
received yearly a sum fully adequate to her modest wants. 
Their surviving daughter continues to enjoy the benefaction 
of the Society. 

An extract from a letter from a grateful recipient may 
serve as a specimen of what the Actuary constantly receives 
from widows and orphans benefited by the fund. 

" Mr. has just reported to me that the Corporation has 

'not only remembered me again this year, but with even an increase 
in the appropriation to me. ... I would assure you that I very 
deeply feel this kindness, and beg you to accept my warmest 
thanks. I get sorely discouraged as the years pass on on account 
of my physical state disabling me so often for the fall perfonn- 
ance of duties. You ma}' understand therefore how very grateful 
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I must feel when I get such news as sends me, which must 

avail to lighten many perplexities which weigh upon me, though I 
try to rise above them." 



The charter of the Corporation permits it to grant one 
more privilege to the insured. Though it is an institution of 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, yet clergy removing 
from the State can continue to pay their yearly premium. 
They will still be entitled to all the privileges granted to resi- 
dents. Their widows and children will share in the annual 
distribution of the surplus, as would have been the case had 
they never removed. 



These notes have been added with the object of calling 
afresh the attention of the clergy to the altogether exceptional 
advantages oftered them by a Corporation whose one rule has 
been, prudence in investment, thrift in management, and 
liberality in distribution. 
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1769, Oct. 11. 
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BENEFACTIONS. 

£ 5. r/. 
A coDtribation from the congregation at Christ Church, 

Philadelphia, on the first meeting of the Corporation 

in that city, 40 6 

A donation from the Rev'd Mr. Peters, .... 200 

'* from a gentleman unknown, by the Rev*d Mr. 

Cooke, 10 15 4 

" from a gentleman unknown, by the Rev'd Dr. 

Smith, 6 

*' from a lady, by the same hand, ... 1 

'* from a gentleman, by the Rev'd Dr. Chandler, 6 

** from a gentleman, by the same hand, . 3 

** from a person unknown, by the Rev*d Mr. 

Peters, 15 

£267 10* lOt/ 



1770. 
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The donations of several ladies, by the Rev'd Mr. Duch#, 

A donation from Mrs. Jackson, by the Rev'd Mr. Craig, 
from Mrs. Vanlear, by the same hand, 
from the Lord Bishop of London, £20 sterling, 
from His Excellency Governor Franklin, 

A contribution at St. Mary's Church, Burlington, 

" at St. Andrew's Church, Mount Holly, 

A donation from the Hon. Sir William Johnson, Bart., 
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A contribution from the congregation of Trinity Church, 
New York, at the Annual Meeting of the Corporation, 
A donation from a person unknown, by Dr. Auohmuty, 
" from a person unknown, by the same hand, 

from a lady unknown, by the Rev'd Dr. Ogilvie, 
from a military gentleman, by the same hand, . 
from another military gentleman, by the same 

hand, 

from another military gentleman, by the same 

hand, 

from a gentleman unknown, by Dr. Auchmuty, 
from a lady, by Dr. Ogilvie, , . . . 
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1772, May 23. 
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A donation from the Rev'd Mr. Provoost, by Dr. Auclimuty, 
from the Rev'd Mr. Forbes, by the same hand, a 

pistole, 

from a lady unknown, by Dr. Ogilvie, 
from a gentleman unknown, by Dr. Auchmuty, 
from a lady unknown, by the same hand, 
from the Rev'd Mr. Preston, by Dr. Chand 

ler, a guinea, 

The annual contribution of the Society for the Propagation 

of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, £60 sterling, 
A donation from Mr. Wm. Hilton, by Dr. Chandler, 



A donation from the Right Hon. Lord Darby, of Ireland, by 

Major Fell, 

from Col. John Lawrence, of Charlestown, South 
Carolina, by Dr. Peters, .... 

from Mr. J M , of Philadelphia, by Dr. 

Smith, 
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from Mrs. P , of Philadelphia, by the same 

hand, . 

from Thos. Smith, Esq., of Charlestown, South 

Carolina, by the same hand, 
from Mr. Elliot, of the same place, by the same 

hand, 

from Robert Pringle, Esq., of the same place, 

by the same hand, 

from John Smith, Esq., of Perth Amboy, by 

the same hand, . . . , 
from Col. Armstrong, of New Castle County, 

by the same hand, 

from John Morton, Esq., of Chester, by the 

Rev'd Mr. Craig, 

from Mr. John Crosby, Jr., of Chester, by the 

same hand, 

from Henry Hale Graham, Esq., of Chester, by 

the same hand, 

A contribution from the congregation of St. Martin's, Chi- 
chester, by the same hand, 

A contribution from the congregation of St. Peter's Church 
Perth Amboy, at the Annual Meeting of the Corpora- 
tion, 

The donations of two persons unknown, by Cortland Skin- 
ner, Esq., 

Contributions (sterling money of Great Britain), through 
the Rev'd Thomas Wharton and Henry Duke, Esq., 
of congregations and individuals in the Island of Bar- 
badoes, 
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1 15 



190 9 



1772, Oct. 8. 



A subscription by Richard Hockley, Esq., of £5 during his 

natural life, . ? 
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£ 8, d, 

1772, Oct. 8. A oontribntion from the congregation of Christ Chnrch, 

Philadelphia, at the Annual Meeting of the Corporation, 120 3 

1773, Oct. 5. A contribution from the congregation of — — Church, at 

the Annual Meeting, New York, . . '* A handsome collection.'* 

1774, October. A contribution from the congregation of Church, at 

the Annual Meeting, Elizabethtown, . . . . , ? 
1773-4. A donation from John Dickinson, Esq., bj the hands of the 

Rev'd Dr. Smith, 13 10 

** ** from Dr. Alexander Ross, of Jamaica, by the 

same hand, . 6 

from the Hon, James Hamilton, Esq., of Penn- 
sylvania, by the hands of the President, . 20 
from Mr. James Nixon, by the hands of the 

Rev'd Dr. Cooper, 5 

1784, Oct. 10. A contribution from the congregation of St. Paul's Church, 

New York, at the Annual Meeting, forenoon, . . 69 4 
** A contribution from the congregation of St. George's, on 

the same occasion, afternoon, 43 18 10 

1786. A bequest from Mr. James De Blez, 400 

1786, Oct. 4. A contribution from the congregation of — — Church, 

Philadelphia, at the Annual Meeting, . . . . 25 16 9 

1787, Oct. 3. A contribution from the congregation of St. Paul's Chapel, 

New York, at the Annual Meeting, . , . . 23 1 

1788, Sept. 30. A contribution from the congregation of — — Church, New 

Brunswick, at the Annual Meeting, in Jersey paper, 5 15 

** New York ** 10 

** Silver, . . 1 13 4* 
Coppers, . . 8t 
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1789. A bequest from Mr. Andrew Doz, of Philadelphia, (about) $4000 

1789, Oct. 7. A contribution from the congregation of Church, 

Philadelphia, at the Annual Meeting, .... £48 Is Orf 

1790, Oct. 5. A contribution from the congregation of — — Church, New 

York, 20 3 3 

1791. A contribution from the congregation of Church, 

Trenton, at the Annual Meeting, 7 12 7 

1827. A bequest from the Hon. William Tilghman, Esq., late 

Chief Justice of Pennsylvania, $100 

* At J to the dollar. t At 15 to the shilling. 
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The payments by the clergy contracting with the Society, 
or ** Stated Annual Contributors," as they are called on the 
Minutes, as given on these Minutes — were : 

1770, October, £159=8 

After that they are not given on the Minutes. Neither 
does the Minute-Book record more than the first contri- 
bution by the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, 
though doubtless made until the War of the Revolution 
broke out. 




OFFICERS OF THE CORPORATION. 

Before the Revolution. 

PRESIDENT. 

1770—1776. The Rev^d Richard Peters, D.D. 

ArrftR THE Revolution. 

Before the Division of the Corporation. 

1784—1789. The Rev'd William Smith, D.D. 
1789—1813. The Right Rev'd William White, D.D. 

After the Division of the Corporation, 

1813—1836. The Right Rev'd William White, D.D. 

1842—1845. The Right Rev»d Henry Ustick Onderdonk, D.D. 

1849—1865. The Right Rev'd Alonzo Potter, D.D. 

1870—1875. The Honorable Horace Binney, LL.D. 

1875—1880. The Honorable Peter McCall. 

1881—1886. The Honorable John Welsh. 

1886 — James M. Aertsen. 

TREASURERS. 
Before the Revolution. 

1769—1773. Jacob Le Roy, Esquire, for New York. 

The Rev'd Thomas Bradbury Chandler, for New Jersey. 
Francis Hopkinson, for Pennsylvania. 

1773 — 1775. Jacob Le Roy, Esquire, for New York. 

The Rev'd Thomas Bradbury Chandler, for New Jersey. 
Samuel Powel, Esquire, for Pennsylvania. 

1775 — 1784. Jacob Le Roy, Esquire, for New York. 
Daniel Coxe, Esquire, for New Jersey. 
Samuel Powel, Esquire, for Pennsylvania. 

Treasurers after the Revolution. 

Before the Division of the Corporation. 

1784—1786. John Alsop, for New York. 

Joshua Maddox Wallace, for New Jersey. 
Samuel Powel, for Pennsylvania. 
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1786—1793. John Alsop, for New York.* 

Joshua Maddox Wallace, for New Jersey. 
John Wilcocks, for Pennsylvania. 

1793—1803. , for New York. 

Joshua Maddox Wallace, for New Jersey, 
, for Pennsylvania. 

1803—1813. , for New York. 

Joshua Maddox Wallace, for New Jersey. 

The Rev'd Robert Blackwell, D.D., for Pennsylvania. 

Tt'easurers after the Division, 

(For Pennsylvania.) 

1813—1814. The Rev'd Robert Blackwell, D.D. 

1814—1835. Thomas Hale. 

1835 — 1836. Cornelius Stevenson. 

1836—1854. Horace Binney, Jr. 

1854 — 18 — . James Somers Smith. 

SECKETAKIES. 
Before the Kevolution. 

1769—1774. Reverend Jonathan Odell. 
1774 . " Mr. Combe. 

Secretaries after the Kevolution. 

1784 — 1814 ? Reverend Benjamin Moore. 
1814—1832. ** Jackson Kemper. 

1832—1833. ** James Montgomery. 

1833—1839. " William Heathcote De Lancey. 

1839—1862. ** Jehu Curtis Clay. 

1862 — 1885. James M. Aertsen. 

1886—18—; Francis C. Yarnall. 



PREACHERS BEFORE THE CORPORATION. 



Before the Revolution. 



1769. Rev'd William Smith, D.D., 



1770. 
1771. 
1772. 
1773. 
1774. 



Samuel Auchmnty, D.D., 
Thomas Bradbury Chandler, D.D 
Richard Peters, D.D., . 
Richard Peters, D.D., . 
Mr. Reading, 



Christ Church, 
Trinity Church, 
St. Peters, 
Christ Church, 



Philadelphia. 
New York. 
Perth Amboy. 
Philadelphia. 
New York. 
Elizabethtown. 



After the Revolution. 

1784. Rev'd Samuel Magaw, D.D. , . . . . St. Paul's Church, New York. 



1786. ** Samuel Magaw, D.D., . 

1787. The Right Rev'd William White, D.D., 

1788. Rev'dRobert Andrews, D.D. , 

1789. The Right Rev'd Samuel Seabury, D.D., 

1790. " " William White, D.D., 



Philadelphia. 



St. Paul's Chapel, New York. 

New Brunswick. 

Philadelphia. 

New York. 



1791. Rev'd Robert Blackwell, D.D., "At the Church" [St. Michael's], Trenton. 




MEMBERS OF THE CORPORATION. 

[Those persons before whose names an * is plaeed, were members of General Conyentions of the 
Church prior to 1800. So far as the author has been able to do so, he has giyeu a few particulars 
connected with some of the early members^ and sometimes the dates of their deaths. But he is not 
certain as to much that he thus gives ; and as to many members he knows nothing beyond their names. 
He will take it kindly if any persons better informed than himself, and able either to correct his errors 
or> to enlighten his ignorance, would communicate with him that he may make hereafter a record as 
nearly accurate and complete as possible.] 

BEFORE THE REVOLUTION. 

Original Corporators. 

"-EJsowirCS." Date of Date of 

^ Election. Vacation of Office. 

John Watts, 1769 

Charles Ward Apthorpe [a fouuder of the New York Society 

Library], ** 

Henry Cruger [an eminent merchant of New York], . . ** 

[Of the Province of New York]. 

^^ Esquires.'*'* 

William Alexander, Esquire, claiming to be Earl of Sterling 

[an officer of the Jersey Line during the Revolution], 1769 

Peter Kemble, ** 

Charles Read, ♦♦ 

James Parker, •* 

Samuel Smith, ♦* 

Frederick Smythe [Chief Justice of the Province of New 

Jersey], " 

[Of the Province of New Jersey]. 



C( 



Esquires,** 



James Hamilton, 1769 

Lynford Lardner, .^ '* 1774, Oct. 4. 

Benjamin Chew [Chief Justice of the Province of Pennsyl- 
vania], . . ** 1810, Jan. 20. 

James Tilghman [Secretary of the Provincial Land Office of 

Pennsylvania], ** r. 1789. 

[Of the City of Philadelphia, in the Province of Pennsyl- 
vania] . 
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^^ Doctors of Divinity. "^^ 

*The Reverend William Smith [Provost of the College of 
Philadelphia], . 

The Reverend Samuel Auchmuty [Assistant Minister, A.D. 
1748-1764, of Trinity Church, New York ; Rector 
A.D. 1T64-1779. ** I can truly say I scarcely ever 
knew a man possessed of a more humane, compassionate 
or benevolent heart. Often have I seen him melt into 
tears at the sight of distress in others, and the distressed 
never sought his aid in vain. Liberal and generous 
in his disposition, he seemed happy when alleviating 
affliction, or when employed in some office of benevo- 
lence or friendship." — {Rev. Charles IngliSy March 9, 
lllTf afterwards Bishop of Nova Scotia)'] y 

The Reverend Thomas Bradbury Chandler [Rector of Eliza- 
beth town. New Jersey], 

The Reverend Myles Cooper, Doctor of Laws [President of 
King's College, New York], . . . . 



Date of 
Election 



1769 



i( 



(( 



Date of 
Vacatioa of Offlc< 



1803, -May 14. 



1777, March 4 
r. to Eng. 177( 
d.l790,Jun.l'3 



1769 



''Clerks,'" 

Richard Peters [Rector of Christ Church, Philadelphia], 

William Currie, 

Richard Charlton, . 

Philip Reading [ Missionary at Appoquinimink, Penna. ] , 

George Craig, 

John Ogilvie [Missionary from 1749 to 1760 to the Mohawk 
Indians, near Albany ; from 1764 till 1774, Assistant 
Minister of Trinity Church, New York], 

Samuel Cooke [Missionary at Shrewsbury, N. J., from 1751 
till the Revolution], 

♦Samuel Seabury [Bishop, A. D. 1784, of Connecticut], 

Thomas Barton, 

Charles Inglis [Schoolmaster in the Free School at Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania ; afterwards, from 1759 till 1765, Mis- 
sionary at Dover in Delaware ; from 1765 till 1777, 
Assistant Minister at Trinity Church, New York, and 
from 1777 till 1783, Rector ; afterwards Bishop of Nova 
Scotia] , . . ... . . . . 

William Thomson, 

Jacob Duch^ [Assistant Minister, A.D. 1776, of Christ 
Church and St. Peter's, Philadelphia. Rector in 1775], 

Leonard Cutting, 

Alexander Murray, 

Ephraim Avery, 

John Beardley, . . 

Jonathan Odell [Missionary, from 1767 to 1776, at Burling- 
ton, N. J. ; Member, A.D. 1769, of the American 
Philosophical Society], . . . . . . 

*Samuel Magaw [Rector, A. D. 1785, of St. Paul's Church, 
Philadelphia], 



1769 
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1776, July 6- 



1796, Feb. 25. 



r. to Eng. 177' 
d. 1798, Jan. : 

1793, Sept. 14 



1812, Dec. 1. 
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*loli]i Andrews [Provost, A. D. 1810, of the University of 
Pennsjlvania ; previously Rector of St. Thomas's, 
Baltimore, Md.], 

*Abraham Beach [MissioDarj, A. D. 1767, of the Propagation 
Society at New Brnnswick and Piscataqua; Rector, 
A. D. 1785, of Christ Charch, New Brunswick ; from 
1784 to 1811, Assistant Minister of Trinity Chnrch, 
New York, and from 1811-1813, Assistant Rector], 

William Ayres [Rector, A. D. 1792, of St. Peter's, Spottswood], 

♦William Frazer [Rector, A. D. 1789, of St. Michael's, Tren- 
ton, and St. Andrew's, Amwell, N. J.], 



Date of 
Eleeilon. 



1769 



(I 



Date of 
Vaeatioa of OfBee. 



1813, March 29. 



1828, Sept, 14. 



Esquires, 

Joseph Galloway [a well-known lawyer of Pennsylvania ; 
Speaker of the Assembly of the Province of Pennsyl- 
vania], 

Alexander Stedman [A Judge of the Court of Common Pleas 
of Philadelphia between A. D. 1754 and 1776 ; Warden 
of Christ Church, A. D. 1759-1762], .... 

John Ross [an able lawyer of Pennsylvania], 

Richard Hockley, 

Samuel Johnson, ......... 

Thomas Willing [from 1754 to 1807, successively, Secretary 
to the Congress of Delegates at Albany ; Mayor of 
Philadelphia ; her Representative in the General As- 
sembly ; President of the Provincial Congress ; Dele- 
gate to the Congress of the Confederation ; President 
of the first chartered bank in America ; President of 
the first bank in the United States. ' Ob. 1821, aet. 90], 

John Swift, 

♦Samuel Powell [Warden of the United Churches, A. D. 
1778-1780], . 

♦Francis Hopkinson [Signer of the Declaration ; Judge of 
the District Court of the U. S. for Pennsylvania ; War- 
den of the United Churches, 1770] , . . . . 

William Atlee [Associate Justice A. D. 1777, of the Supreme 
Court of Pennsylvania], ...... 

Doctor John Kearsley [Founder of Christ Church Hospital, 

Philadelphia], 

[Of the Province of Pennsylvania]. 



1769 
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r. to Eng. 1776, 
d. 1803. 



1776, May 6. 



r. 1789. 



1791, May 9. 



1772, Jan. ? 



Esquires, 

John Tabor Kempe [Attorney-General of the Province of 
New York ; Vestryman of Trinity Church, New York, 
from 1769 to 1778; Warden from 1779 to 1783. '^A 
man whom I admire more and more every day. Un- 
derstanding, learning, generosity, sensibility, and cour- 
age distinguish him. He is the tenderest of brothers, 
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the most affectionate husband and father. As a lawyer 
distinguished equally for skill and integrity ; as a gentle- 
man , remarkable for his politeness ; as a friend, beloved 
for his sincerity ; and my heartiest wish for my own 
peculiar interest is that I may become like him.** — 
( William Rawle, of Philadelphia^ A. D. 1778, Kempe*8 
pupil in the law) ] , . 

John Livingston, 

Elias Desbrosses [Vestryman of Trinity Church, New York, 
from 1759 to 1770 ; Warden from 1770 to 1778. Grate- 
fully remembered as a large benefactor of the French 
Church in New York, and of a Charity School there], 

James De Lancey, 

James Cortland, 

Isaac Willet [Colonel in the Revolutionary Army] 

Nicholas Stuyvesant, 

* James Duane [Delegate from New York, A. D. 1774 to 1784, 
to the Continental Congress ; Signer of the Articles of 
Confederation ; appointed in 1789 by Washington, 
District Judge for New York ; First Mayor of the city 
after its recovery from the British Army], . 

Jacob Le Roy, 

Benjamin Kissam [Instructor in the Law of Chief Justice 
Jay ; Vestryman of Trinity Church, New York, from 
1766 to 178a], 

Jacob Walton, 

William Axtell, 

[Of the Province of New York]. 

Esquires, 

Cortland Skinner, 

Daniel Coxe, of Trenton, 

John Lawrence [Mayor of the city of Burlington], 
[Of the Province of New Jersey]. 



Date of 
Election. 



Date of 
Vacation of Office 



1769 
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Members Elected. 

Hon. John Penn, Esq. [Lieut. -Governor of Pennsylvania], 1769, Oct. 10. 1795, Feb. 9. 
Rev'd Mr. Muhlenburg [first Minister of the Lutheran 

Church, Philadelphia], *' 

His Excellency, William Franklin, Esq. [Governor of New 

Jersey], ** 1803, Nov. 13 

Rev'd Mr. John Preston [Missionary at Perth Amboy, New 

Jersey], 1769, Oct. 11. 

*The Rev'd Mr. Samuel Provoost [Bishop of Now York, A. D. 

1787 ; Chaplain to the Senate of the United States], . 1770, Oct. 3. 1815, Sept. 6. 
The Rev'd Mr. Isaac Browne, ** 

** Mr. John Say re, ** 

* ** Mr. Joshua Bloomer [Rector, A. D. 1785, of Ja- 
maica, L. I.], " 




u i TION. 



Date of Date 4^ 

Bleetlon. YMatioa of 01 



it 



(I 



i( 



Tlw B«T'd Ut. John Lyon, 1770, Oot. 3. 

" . Mr. Ebeneser Kneeland, 

Cokmei Frederick Philips, 

His Szoellencj, William Tryon [GoTemor of New York], . 1771, Oct. 2. 
*The Honorable Robert Morris, Esqaire [of New Jersey], ** 

•* Richard Penn, 1772, Oct. 6. 

*Richard Peters, Jr., Esqaire [Jadge of the District Coart 

of the United SUtes, for Pennsylvania], ... '* 1828, Ang. : 

Rev'd Mr. Harry Monro, '* 

'* Mr. Thomas Combe [Assistant Minister, A.D. 1777, 1778, retire^ 

of Christ Chnrch and St. Peter's, Philadelphia], . ** to England. 

♦ ** Mr. William Whitb, *' 1836, July : 

John Fozcrofb, Esqaire, 

Edward Biddle, Esqaire [President Judge of the Court of 

Common Pleas of Philadelphia County], 
♦Edward Shippen, Jr., Esq. [Chief Justice of Pennsylvania], ** 1806, April 

Goldsborough Banyar, Esquire, . ' '' 

Rev'd William Stringer [Rector of St. Paul's, Philadelphia], 1773, Oct. 6. 

♦ ** Robert Blackwell [Missionary, A. D. 1774, and postea 

at Gloucester and Waterford, N. J., and preaching at 

Greenwich (now St. Peter's, Clarksborough f), in the 

same State ; Chaplain to the Army of the United 

States during the Revolutionary War ; and, from 1781 

to 1811, Senior Assistant Minister of Christ Church 

and St. Peter's, Philadelphia. Born May 6th, 1748], ** 1831, Feb. 1 

George Duncan Ludlow, Esquire, ** 

Rev'd Mr. Panton, 1774, Oct. 5. 

'* Mr. Babcock, ** 

John Smyth, Esquire [of Amboy], 1774, Oct. 6. 

After the Revolution. 

Before the Division of the Corporation. 

♦Rev'd Benjamin Moore [Assistant Minister of Trinity 

Church; afterwards Bishop of New York], . . 1784, Oct. 8. 1816, Feb. 

*Rev'd Thomas L. Moore [Rector, A. D., 1795, of St. George's, 

South Hemstead, New York], ** 

♦Rev'd Uzal Ogden [Assistant Minister, A. D. 1784, of Trinity 

Church, New York; Rector, A. D. 1785, of Christ 

Church, Sussex, N. J. ; A. D. 1789, Rector of Trinity, 

Newark], ** 

♦Rev'd Sydenham Thome [Rector, A. D. 1786, of Christ 

Church and St. Paul's, Delaware], .... ** 

♦Rev'd Charles Henry Wharton [Rector, A. D. 1785, of 

Emanuel Church, Newcastle, Del. ; afterwards, from 

1796 to 1833, of St. Mary's, Burlington, N. J.], . . ** 1833, July 

♦Rev'd Joseph Hutchins [Rector, A. D. 1785, of St. James' 

Church, Lancaster, Penna.], 

♦Rev'd John Campbell [Rector, A. D. 1785, of York and 

Huntingdon, Penna.], 
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Date of Date of 

Election. Vacation of Office. 



(( 
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Robert R. Livingston [Recorder prior to 1776 of New York ; 
Delegate from 1775 to 1777 and from 1779 to 1781 of 
the Continental Congress, and member of the Com- 
mittee which drafted the Declaration of Independence. 
In 1781, Secretary for Foreign Affairs. In 1788, Chair- 
man of the Convention which ratified the Constitution 
of the United States. Chancellor of New York. In 
1801, minister to the Court of France], . . . 1784, Oct. 8. 1813, Feb. 26. 

John Jay, ** 1829, May 17. 

William Duer [Signer of the Articles of Confederation ; Dele- 
gate, A. D. 1777 and 1778, to the Continental Congress], *' 

*John Rutherford [Nephew of William Alexander, Earl of 
Stirling ; A Presidential elector in 1798, 1813, and 
1821 ; Senator of the United States from New Jersey 
from 1791 to 1798, and the last survivor of the Senators 
in Congress during the administration of Washington ; 
a large landholder in New Jersey, actively engaged 
in agricultural and internal improvements. Died at 
Ederston, N. J., setat. 80], '* 1840, Feb. 23. 

John Alsop [Vestryman of Trinity Church, New York, A. D. 
1784 to 1788], 

John Stevens, Jr. [Vestryman of Trinity Church, New York, 
A. D. 1784 to 1787 ; the " first practical projector of 
Steamboats"], 

Morgan Lewis [Major in the Revolutionary Army ; Chief 
Justice of New York ; Governor of the State ; for 
many years and until his death. President of the So- 
ciety of the Cincinnati], 

Alexander Hamilton, ". 1804, July 12. 

Walter Livingston [Of Livingston Manor on the Hudson ; 
Delegate from New York to the Continental Congress, 

A. D. 1784-1785], *' 

[Of New York]. 

*Joshua Maddox Wallace [Judge, A. D. 1784, of the Pleas of 
Burlington County, New Jersey ; Member of the As- 
sembly of the State, and of the State Convention which 
ratified, A. D. 1788, the Constitution of the United 
States ; Chairman of the Convention, May 5, 1816, 
which formed the American Bible Society ; Warden 
of St. Mary's, Burlington, N. J.], .... " 1819, May 17. 

John Chetwood, " 

Walter Rutherford, *♦ 

Archibald Stuart, ** 

Abraham Ogden, ** 

[Of New Jersey]. 

Robert Morris, ** 1806, May 8. 

GouvERNEUR MoRRis, ** 1816, Nov. 6. 

♦Jasper Yeates [one of the Justices of the Supreme Court of 

Pennsylvania], . . *' 

♦Richard Willing, *« r. 1798, Jan. 30. 
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Date of Date of 

Election. Vacation of Office. 

Matthew aarkaon [Mayor of Philadelphia], . . . ' * 1784, Oct: 8. l^OO, Oct. 5. 

William Pollard, 

John Wilcocks [a well-known lawyer of Pennsylvania ; 
Warden of Christ Church from 1772 to 1774 and from 
1789 to 1794], •* 

John Chaloner, " 

[Of Pennsylvania]. 

♦Rev'd Joseph Pilmore [Rector, A. D. , of St. Paul's 

Church, Philadelphia], 1786, Oct. 4. 1825, July 24. 

Rev'd Mr. Roe, " 

William Bingham [Agent for the Colonies during the Revo- 
lutionary war, at Martinique ; Delegate, A. D. 1786, to 
the Continental Congress ; Senator, A. D. 1795-1801, 
of the United States from Pennsylvania ; President, 
A. D. 1797, of the Senate], " 1804, Feb. 7. 

Robert llare [Speaker of the Senate of Pennsylvania], . _ ** 

Richard Bache [Postmaster-General of the United States, 

A. D. 1776], *' 1811, July 29. 

Samuel Meredith, ** 

♦Andrew Doz, " 1789, Jan. 

Benjamin Wynkoop, ........ ** 

♦Gerardus Clarkson, M.D., ** 1790, Sept. 19. 

Edward Tilghman [an able and eminent lawyer of Penna.], '* • 1815, Nov. 1. 

♦Robert Strettle Jones, *' 

WoodropSiras, ** 1793, Aug. 29. 

Alexander Wilcocks, ** 1801, July 22. 

♦Rev'd Joseph Clarkson [Rector, A. D. 1827, of St. James's, 

Lancaster, Penna.], 1789, Oct. 7. 1830, Jan. 

♦Rev'd Joseph G. Bend [Assistant Minister, from 1787-91, of 
Christ Church and St. Peter's, Philadelphia. In 1791, 
Rector of St. Paul's, Baltimore, Md.], . . . '* 

Rev'd Nicholas Colin [Minister of the Swedes' Church, Phila- 
delphia], . " T. 1807. 

♦Colonel Samuel Ogden, ** 

Mr. [John] Swanwick, ** 1798, Aug. 1. 

Mr. John Wood, 

*Mr. Tench Coxe [Assistant Secretary of the Treasury of the 

United States, A. D. 1790], ** 1824, July 17. 

Rev'd Henry Vandyke [Rector, A. D. 1792, of St. Peter's, 
Amboy ; and Christ Church, New Brunswick ; and, 
from 1793 to 1796, of St. Mary's, Burlington, N. J.], . 1790, Oct. 6. 

♦Rev'd Henry Waddell [Rector, A. D. 1792, of Christ Church, 
Shrewsbury, N. J., and Christ Church, Middletown, 
N. J.], *' 1811, Jan. 20. 

Rev'd Elijah I. Rattoone, J).D. [Professor, A. D. 1792, of 
Greek and Latin in Columbia College, N. Y. ; after- 
wards Rector of St. Paul's Parish, Baltimore County, 
Maryland], 

Rev'd Samuel Spraggs [Rector, A. D. 1786, of St. Andrew's, 
Mt. Holly, N.J. ], 

Rev'd Samuel Nesbitt [Rector, A. D. 1795, of St. Anne's, 

Brooklyn, N.Y.], 1790, Oct. 6. 
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Date of Date of 

Election. Vacation of Offic 

Rev'd R. C. Moore [Rector, A. D. 1795, of St. Anclrew's, 

Staten Island, and St. Peter's, Amboy, N. J. ; after- 
wards, 1814-41, Bishop of Virginia], .... 1790, Oct. 6. 1841, Nov. 1 
Rev'd William Hammel [Rector, A. D. 1796, of the Churches 

at Jamaica, Newtown, and Flashing], . ... " 

Colonel Giles, 

Daniel Ellis, '• 

Rev'd James Abercrombie [Assistant Minister, from 1791 to 

1832, of the nnited churches, Christ Church and St. 

Peter's, Philadelphia], 1791, May 11. 1841, June 2 

'* Archibald Walker, ** 

James Reynolds, ** 

Charles Swift, '* 

James Ash, '* 

♦Francis Gurney [Officer in the Wars of 1756 and 1776], . ** 1815, May 21 

John D. Coxe [President Judge of the Court of Common 

Pleas of Philadelphia], *' r. 1814. 

William Coxe [of Burlington, New Jersey ; an eminent 

cultivator of fruit trees, and writer on the subject of 

them; Warden of St. Mary's, Burlington], . . ** 

John Coxe, '* 

John Woods, ** 

*John De Hart, " 

William Hall, . 

*Plunkett Fleeson [President Judge of the City Court of 

Philadelphia], *• 1791. 

James Davidson, M. A. [Profe3Sor of the Greek and Latin 

Languages in the University of Pennsylvania], . . ** 1809, June 5 

William Barton, ** 

Benjamin Smith Barton, M.D. [Professor of Natural His- 
tory, Botany, and Materia Medica, in the University 

of Pennsylvania], ** 1815, Dec. 1 

Judge Morris, 1791, Oct. 5. 

Isaac Decon, ** 

Elisha Lawrence, '* 

El isha Newell, " 

Rev'd John Croes [Minister, after A. D. 1783, of St. Peter's, 

Berkeley (now St. Peter's, Clarksborough), N. J.; 

afterwards Bishop of New Jersey], . . . . ** 1832, July 2 

*Rev'd Mr. John Bissett [Assistant Minister, A. D. 1795, of 

Trinity Church, N. Y.], 1793, Oct. 1. 

Dr. S. W. Johnson, *' 

Walter Rutherford, ** 

Gulian Verplanck, ** 

Robert Watts [Vestryman of Trinity Church, New York, 

from 1778 to 1782 ; Warden from 1790 to 1804], , . ** 

After the Division of the GorporaZion, 

Rev'd Mr. Joseph H. Turner [Rector of St. Paul's, Chester, 

and St. Martin's, Marcus Hook, Penna.], . . . 1814 Mar. 9. 
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Date of Date of 

Election. Vacation of Offlcti. 

'd Ifr. Frederick Beasley [Rector of St. Peter's Charcli, 
Albany, N. Y. ; Provoet of the University of Peun- 
sjlvania], 1814, Mar. 9. 

Rer'd James Wiltbank, " 

" Jackson Kemper [Assistant Minister of Christ Church 
and St. Peter's, afterwards First Missionary Bishop in 
the United SUtes ; finally, Bishop of Wisconsin], . *' 1831. 

Rev'd John Curtis Clay [Rector of St. John's, Norristown, 
and St. James's, Perkiomen ; afterwards of the Swedes' 
Church (now Church of the Gloria Dei), Philadelphia], ** 1863, Oct. 20. 

James Mllnor [Representative in Congress from Pennsylva- 
nia ; from 1814 to 1816, Assistant Minister of Christ 
Church and St. Peter's ; afterwards Rector of St. 
George's, New York], ** 

WUliam Meredith, ** 1844, Sept. 

John Bradford Wallace, . *. " 1837, Jan. 7. 

Honorable William Tilghman [Chief Justice of Pennsylvania 

from 1806 to 1827], 1814, Jun« 9. 1827, April 30. 

John Perot, ** 

Thomas Cumpston, ........ *' 

P. E. Glentworth, M.D., *' 

Thomas Hale, 1814, June 30. 1840, Nov. 29. 

Rev'd Bird Wilson [Professor of Systematic Divinity in the 

General Theological Seminary, N.Y.], . . . 1819, May 4. r. 1842. 

Samuel Hazlehurst, 1823, June 2. r. 1847, May. 

Cornelius Stevenson [Treasurer of the City of Philadelphia], ** 1860, April 24. 

Dr. Harvey Klapp, 

Daniel H. Miller, 

Henry HoUingsworth (Cashier Bank of North America), . ** 1854, Jan. 18. 

Rev'd Gregory Townsend Bedell [Rector of St. Andrew's, 

Philadelphia], 1824, May 4. 1834, Aug. 3(». 

Rev'd James Montgomery [Rector of St. Stephen's, Phila- 
delphia], " 1834, Mar. 17. 

Rev'd Benjamin Allen, ** 

** William Heathcote De Lancey [Provost of the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania ; Rector of St. Peter's, Phila- 
delphia ; and Bishop of Western New York], . . 1831, May 3. 1865, April 5. 

Right Rev'd Henry Ustick Onderdonk [Rector of St. Ann's, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. ; Bishop of Pennsylvania], 

Horace Binney, 

William John Bell 

Henry J. Hutchins, 

John Andrews, 

John C. Lowber, 

Rev'd William Cooper Mead, 1832, May 10. 

" William Bryant, 

James S. Smith, 

John Read, 

Rev'd Henry J. Morton, D.D. [Rector of St. James's, Phila- 
delphia], 1834, May 8. 

8 








1858, Dec. 6. 




1875, Aug. 12. 




1834, Dec. 27. 




1834, May 3. 


May 10. 






r. 1834. 




1861, Jan. 25. 




1854, July 13. 
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Date of 
Election. 



Date of 
VacatioQ of Office 



Rev'd John Waller James [Rector of Christ Church, Mead- 
ville, Penna. ; same of Christ Church, Philadelphia], 

William Rawle, Jr., ........ 

Rev'd George Upfold, D.D. [Rector of Trinity, Pittsburgh, and 
Bishop of Indiana], ....... 

Rev'd Henry William Ducachet, D.D. [Rector of St. Stephen's, 
Philadelphia], ........ 

Rev'd Samuel Allen McCoskry [Rector of St. Paul's, Phila- 
delphia ; Bishop of Michigan], . . . . . 

Tobias Wagner, ......... 

William Challoner, ........ 

Thomas Dunlap, 

Horace Binney, Jr., ........ 

T. Learning Smith (Actuary 1838 to 1841), . . . . 

Rev'd Benjamin Dorr, D.D. [Rector of Christ Church, Phila- 
delphia; declining the Episcopate of Maryland], 

Rev'd William Henry Odenheimer, D.D. [Rector of St. 
Peter's, Philadelphia; Bishop of New Jersey], . 

Robert Ralston, ......... 

James Browne Smith, ........ 

George Mifflin Wharton, ....... 

Right Rev'd Alonzo Potter, D.D. [Bishop of Pennsylvania], 

Peter Williamson, ......... 

James M. Aertsen, . . . . 

Richard R. Montgomery, ....... 

Thomas Robins, 

John R. Wucherer, 

Charles Willing, M.D., . 

Robert McCall, 

Peter McCall, 

James Cox, 

Benjamin Gerhard, ........ 

William H. Newbold, 

John William Wallace, ........ 

Rev'd George Leeds, D.D. [Rector, A. D. 1860 to 1867, of St. 
Peter's, Philadelphia ; 1870, of Grace Church, Balti- 
more], 

Henry Coppee, 

John Welsh [Minister plenipotentiary to Great Britain, 1881], 

Ellis Yarnall, ......... 

Rev'd D. R. Goodwin, D.D. [Provost of the University of Penn- 
sylvania, now Professor in the Divinity School], 

Rev'd Benjamin Wistar Morris, D.D. [Bishop of Oregon, &c.], 

George W. Hunter, ........ 

Rev'd Walter Mitchell [Rector of St. Mark's, Philadelphia], 

George H. Kirkham, '. . 

Rev'd Th. F. Davies, D.D. [Rector, 1868, of St. Peter's, Phila- 
delphia; Bishop elect of Michigan], . . . . 

Edwin M. Lewis, ......... 

Rev'd E. A. Hoffman, D.D. [Rector of St. Mark's Church, 
Philadelphia, now Dean of General Seminary], . 



1834, May 3. 1836, Aug. 14. 

1858, Aug. 9. 



(( 



1835, May 22. 1849. 



(( 




1865, Dec. 13. 


1836. 




1836. 


1836, May 


16. 


1868. 


(( 




w. 1858, May. 


(( 




r.l854, May 2, 


(i 




1870, Feb. 3. 


(( 




1841, April 5. 



1840, May 5. 1869, Sept. 18. 

1841, May 4. 1859, Oct. 



u 


1858, May. 


(( 




1843. 


1870, Feb. 5 


1846. 


1865, July 4 


1851. 


1886. 


1851. 




({ 


1888. 


(C 


1882. 


i( 


1877. 


(( 


1887. 


(( 


1852. 


(i 


1880. 


1855. 


' 1863. 


1858. 


1864. 


({ 


1862. 


1861. 


1884. 


1862. 


r. 1867. 


(i 


r. 1872. 


1863. 


1886. 


(t 




1864. 




1866. 


r. 1868. 


(( 




1867. 


r. 1S68. 


1868. 


1883. 


1869. 




it 


1884. 


1870. 


1879. 



lERS OF THE CORPORATION. 



99 



P. Pemberton Morris, 
Robert M. Lewis, 
Henrj S. Lowber, . 
W. Heyward Drayton, 
Rev'd J. W. Robins, D.D 
Thomas H. Montgomery, 
John Lambert, 
Francis C. Yarnall, 
Edward H. Coates, . 
J. Wain Vaux, 
Rowland Evans, 
George C. Thomas, 
J. Vaughan Merrick, 
R. Francis Wood, . 
William W. Montgomery, 



[H 



admaster of the Academy], 



• • 



Date of 
Election. 


Date of 
Vacatiou of Office 


1870. 


1888. 


(( 


- 


1872. 




1877. 




1880. 




1881. 




1882. 




1883. 




(( 




(( 




1886. 




i( 




1888. 




1888. 




1889. 
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THE OFFICERS OF THE CORPORATION, 

MAY, 1869. 
President. 



Members. 



Hon. Horace Binney, 
Rev'd H. J. MortoD, D.D., 
Horace Binney, Jr., 
Rev'd Benjamin Dorr, D.D., 
George M. Wharton, 
Peter Williamson, 
James M. Aertsen, 
R. R. Montgomery, 
Thomas Robins, 
J. R. Wucherer, . 
Charles Willing, M.D., 
Peter McCall, 
John William Wallace, 
Henry Coppee, 
John Welsh, . . 

Ellis Yarnall, 
Rev'd D. R. Goodwin, D.D., 
George W. Hunter, 
George H. Kirkham, 
Rev'd Th. F. Davies, 
Edwin M. Lewis, . 



Horace Binney, Jr., 
Richard R. Montgomery, 



1861. 
1862. 
1863. 

1864. 
1866. 
1868. 
1869. 



Acting Committee. 

Hon, Peter McCall, Chairman. 

Ellis Yarnall, 
George W. Hnnter. 



Elected. 
1831. 
1834. 
1836. 
1840. 
1843. 
1851. 



Standing Committee. 

James M. Aertsen, John R. Wucherer, 

Peter Williamson. 

Committee on Trusts. 

Horace Binney, Jr., Richard R. Montgomery, 

John William Wallace. 

Actuary and Treasurer. 
James Somers Smith. 

Secretary. 
James M. Aertsen. 




\u *XI 110)1 UF 1 I CO] 



.TO 1869. 



101 



FISCAL CONDITION OF THE CORPORATION, May, 1869. 



-The Assets consist of- — 



Real Estate, 

Ground Rents, 

State of Pennsylvania Loans, 

City of Philadelphia Loans, 

United States Loans, . 

Bonds and Mortgages, . 

Cash, 



P}ir. 
82,000.00 
72,763.82 
85,000.00 
58,300.00 
38,500.00 
16,600.00 

532.18 



Market Valae. 
$2,000.00 
86,006.28 
90,100.00 
57,721.00 
45,330.00 
16,600.00 
'532.18 



$273,696.00 $298,289.46 



The Nominal Amount of all outstanding Engagements, 

Policies of Annuitants, .... 

Policies of Endowments, .... 
Deposits on Interest, ..... 



86,000.00 

77,715.07 

3,923.40 



887,638.47 



The number of Annuitants in expectancy are, ....... 5 

** ** Endowments in expectancy, 58 

** " Deposits on Interest, 33 

The Amount of Legal Claims paid during the 

year 1868-9, 81,566.96 

The Amount of Gratuities paid during the same 

year, being those voted at Annual Meeting, 

May 5, 1868, 4,100.00 85,666.96 
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THE OFFICERS OF THE CORPORATIOX, 

MAY 3, 1870. 

President. 
The Honorable Horace Binney, LL.D. 



Members. 



Rev. Henry J. Morton, D.D., 
Peter Williamson, 
James M. Aertsen, 
Richard R. Montgomery, 
Thomas Robins, 
John R. Wucherer, 
Charles Willing, M.D., 
Peter McCall, 
.John Wm. Wallace, 
Henry Coppee, 



John Welsh, 

Ellis Yarnall, 

Rev. D. R. Goodwin, D.D., 

George W. Hunter, 

George H. Kirkham, 

Rev. Thomas F. Davies, 

Edwin M. Lewis, 

Rev. Eugene A. Hoffman, D.D., 

P. Pemberton Morris, 

Robert M. Lewis. 



Standing Committee. 

James M. Aertsen, John R. Wucherer, 

Peter Williamson. 



Acting Committee. 

Richard R. Montgomery, Chairman. 
Peter McCall, George W. Hunter, 

Ellis Yarnall, George H. Kirkham. 

Committee on Trusts. 

John Wm. Wallace, Dr. Charles Willing, 

P. Pemberton Morris. 

Actuary and Treasurer. 
James Somers Smith. 



Secretary. 
James M. Aertsen. 




*M \jMa 
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THB CO ORATION, 1889. 



FISCAL COXDITIOX OF THE CORPORATION, May, 1889. 



The Assets consist of — 

Real Estate and Ground Rents, 
City of Philadelphia @ 6 per cent. Loan, 
United States (a>, 4^ per cent. Loan, 
Bonds and Mortgages, .... 

\^ CvS U |« ■ • ■ • • a 



Par. 

$179,294.96 

40,800.00 

3,000.00 

307,650.00 

3,093.56 



Market Valae. 

$211,068.69 

46,679.00 

3,240.00 

307,650.00 

3,093.56 



$533,838.52 $571,731.25 



The Nominal Amount of all outstanding Engagements. 

Policies of Annuitants in expectancy, • 
Policies of Endowments, .... 
Deposits on Interest, ..... 
Value of Annuity now payable, . 



$2,666.67 

295,977.36 

2,842.30 

80.17 



$301,566.50 



The number of Annuitants in expectancy, ........ 2 

'* " Endowments in expectancy, ....... 229 

** " Deposits on Interest, ......... 23 

** " Annuity now payable, 1 



Amount of Legal Claims paid during the last year 
Amount of Gratuities paid during the last year, 
being those voted at Annual Meeting, May 1, 1888 



$5,013.34 
8,325.00 



$13,338.34 
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THE OFFICERS OF THE CORPORATION, 

MAY 7, 1889. 

President. 
James M. Aertsen. 

Members. 

The Rev. Henry J. Morton, D.D., Thomas H. Montgomery, 

Ellis Yarnall, John Lambert, 

The Rev. D. R. Goodwin, D.D., Francis C. Yarnall, 

George W. Hunter, Edward H. Coates, 

The Rev. Thomas F. Davies, D.D., J. Wain Vaux, 

Robert M. Lewis, Rowland Evans, 

Henry S. Lowber, George C. Thomas, 

W. Hey ward Drayton, J. Vaughan Merrick, 

The Rev. James W. Robins, D.D., R. Francis Wood, 

William W. Montgomery. 

Standing Committee. 

Henry S. Lowber, Thomas H. Montgomery, 

J. Wain Vaux. 

Acting Committee. 

George W. Hunter, Chninmm. 
Ellis Yarnall, John Lambert, 

Robert M. Lewis, Francis C. Yarnall. 

Committee on Trusts. 

W. Heyward Drayton, Edward H. Coates, 

Rowland Evans. 

Actuary and Treasurer. 

Jas. Somers Smith, 
No. 212 South Fourth Street, Philadelphia. 

Secretary. 

Francis C. Yarnall, 
226 South Third Street. 






THE BORROWER WILL BE CHARGED 
AN OVERDUE FEE IF THIS BOOK IS 
NOT RETURNED TO THE LIBRARY 
ON OR BEFORE THE LAST DATE 
STAMPED BELOW. NON-RECEIPT OF 
OVERDUE NOTICES DOES NOT 
EXEMPT THE BORROWER FROM 
OVERDUE FEES. 
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